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\HE numerous Tranilations of TeLE- 
MACH US already publiſhed, not only 


in our own, but, as it is ſaid, in all the lan- 


guages of Europe, may ſerve as ſo many 
proofs of the excellence of the original 


work; which, tho' written in profe, has all 


the eſſential qualitics of the epic poem. If 
the reader would ſee it's beauties diſplay- 
ed at large, and in their proper colours, 


I would beg leave to refer him to M. Ram- 


fay's Diſcours de la poelic epique. &c. uſual- 


ly prelixed to the work. It is now at- 
tompted in Engliſh blank verſe, a form in 
which it has never yet appeared. 


opinion of thyn me in general. 


Vimirum inſun us paucis videatur, eo quod 
| Maxima pars hominum morbo jactatur eodem. 


Hor. Sat. 2. 3. 


—Celu qui veut etre ſage, doit tenir pour ſulpef tout 

- ue 7¹ lait 2 Il approuve du peuprie, du plus grand 

nembre; et doit rezarder d ce qui oft bon et vrai 

en ſoi, et nou d ce Jui te ſenille, et qui eft le pins 

wfite et frequente, el ue 158 Lat fer co Her et emporter d 
la multitude. 


Charron, Ly. 2. Chap. bh 


E FORE I enter on FR 6 4 chyme, it 
may not be improper to lay before the reader 
ſome account of its origin. The followmg account 
is given us of it by a modern writer, together with his 


8 Thive 


„There are various opinions,” ſays that vriter, 
about the antiquity of rivvme; but that appears to 
be the beſt founded winch derives it from the owns, 
or A/ abs, who uled it b. fore ine time H,,. Atd 
from the Spa), Moors the art of rhyming has dif- 
fuſed itfelf over Europe; fo that it is not only in- 
troducecd into ail the vulgar languages, but even into 
the Latin. Aud herein nobody has exceiled Leoni; 
whence Latin rhvines are called Leonine. . It is ſcurce 
to be deſcribed, how fond the inen of that time, and 
particularly the Mt, were of this folly: all their 
conceits were dreſicd in rhyme, halcver becaine of 

the ſenſe. = 


« The origina! Leonine verfes reſemble the pra- 
ting of a parrot more than rational diſcourſe. And 
as rhyme, of which there are nine kinds, was then 
eſteemed the moſt eſſential thing in a poem, theſe 
happy verſe-makers moſt aſſiduouſly applied thein— 
lelves to all the kinds. Nay, rhymes were afterwards 
fo highly admired, that the rich-rhyming poets would 
bring two or three of them into a ſingle verle. VWhence 
it may be inferred, that abſurdity | Was in a maner 
neceſſary to rhyme; which proved to be the caſe ii 
fact; for thele rich-rhvmed poems have fo lite fete 
with their clack, that they Night property be uleci as 
clappers 10 lriglaen buds. 


: What ahi h Opinion the world has had of r11:5 
_ miſerable invention, appears by ccriain phrates flit 
wh 16 
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u. i in difſcrent languages; impl-ing the lrength 
an e EY a diſcourſe by the word rhyme; lo that 
rhviug ant iaoning are uſually tacked together as 
fvaonyitois that 1h nes well, that rhymes ill. Ke. 
noniftes! il m . in languages, That! ts ſenſe, that 
7 noufenſe, E netümes ;ndeed common language 
i5 lefs favor bie to theme; as when we ſay, There ix. 
niiher rhyme dur reaſon in @ thing; whe re: rhyine 

_ oily walks fide by fide with reaſon. 


* It muſt indeed be acknow ledge at that there are 
ſeveral excellent poems in rhyme; but the queſtion 
is, whether they would not ſtill have be-u Letter, 
had the authors paid no regard to it. The Talians 
and the Engliſ are the firſt people of Exurcpe, who | 
attempted to ſhake off this yoke of bondage: and 
their poetical performances are the beſt of Europe. 
But the Frenc!, to the detriment of other nations, have 
not yet quitted this rartie. I ay, the French retain this 
plaything to the detiiment of other countries; be- 
cauſe other countries do not fo much mguie after 
the hou ſens. as after the mode of France. And I dare 
 aſtion this as a reaſon, why rhyme is ſtill retained in 
the northern countries. For ſo great is the preva- 
lency of France. that other nations ſeem to glory in 
| borrowing their laſhions, their taſte, their wit, their 
pPhrule. and cveu Leu 2 norals 11 not cheir religion, 


b fi om thence. 


40 Ye 
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« We have examples of the bad ellect of ry me in 
all the ſinging plalms of Europe; where we ind nu— 


merous words uled improperly, and often abſurdly, 
for the ſake of thyme; and where the ſenſe of the di- 


vine Original is thus ſacrificed to a childiſh jingle. | 


I would not be ſuppoſed to depreciate poetry; 
- which is diſtinguiſhed from other writings, by its 
ſublimity, elegance, and brightneſs of thought and ex- 
preſſion: but I judge, that whatever interferes with 
theſe properties of poetry, ought to he baniſhed. 
Certamly nothing ſhould be retained to cramp or 
confine the genius of the poet, who requires full li- 
berty, and cannot brook reſtramt without loſing of 
his force, his cuergy, his dignity, arid power of mov- 
ing, railing, and tranſporting the loul; which is an 
effect not to be produced by the raule of rliy me. 


« A poet and a verſiſier differ in this, that the 
labours of the poet, his ſpirit, or brighineſs of thouglit, 
are not entirely loft by unraveling his couflruction, 
bringing his words to order, and {hewing than in a 
ſimple ſtyle: whereas the labour of the verſiſier va- 
niſhes together with his cadence and his rhyme. An 
| ugly woman, when diciicd and painted. may pals 
upon ſuperficial admirers for a beauty: but take off 
her cap, wipe away her bein. uncuil her locks, and 

the hicleous form returus. 


The Tablet Kc. Scct. 1. Chap. 9. 
Alter 
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Aſter all the noble efforts that have been made by 
Engliſh, Italian, and Spaniſh poets, to free the 
world from the unnatural bondage of rhyme; that 
ve ſhouid, in this enlightened age, continue our at- 
tachment to it, and even court our chains, may ſeem 
perhaps ſtrange and unaccountable. But we have 
been ſo long accuſtomed to the jingle of rhyme, hav- 
F Ing been taught to admire it, almoſt from our infan- 
| cy, as ſomething eſſential to poetry; and our taſte, 
in conſequence, has been ſo miſerably depraved, 
and perverted from the truth and ſunplicity of na- 
ture; that the attachment to this folly or prejudice, 
(it deſerves no better name,) is no more to be won- 
dered at, than the attachment to any other folly or 
prejudice which is grown into a habit, and wrougly, 
as it were, into our very ſraine and conſtitution. 


Yet in its origin how mean and deſpicable, in 
1:ſelf how abſurd and unnatural is rhyme! the in- 
ſignificant, yet laborious production of ignorance, 

: faiſe taſte, great leiſure, and lutle wit! That ſuch 
a monſter of abſurdity ſhould have been admired 
and courted in the dark ages of monkiſh ignorance, 
or by the vulgar of every ſucceeding age, is not at 
all ſurpriſmg: but that men of learning, genius, 
laſle, and ſentiment, ſhould ever have ſubmitted to 
pay their adorations to this ſenſeleſs idol, is be- 
yond meaſure aſtoniſhing. And the very beſt that 
can be ſaid for them, is, that they were carri- 


ed 


1 . 


ed away br cuſtom and the faſtiion of the times, 
blinded by the prejudice of education; or th.t 


they ſubmitted to > this folly againſt their better Judg- 


| ment. 


There was one. however. of our own country- 
men, who had fenſe and ſpirit enough to oppoſe 


this torrent of corruption. Ae vier the exam- 
ple of ſome foreign poets, and obſerving. no doubt, 
with what ſucceſs our immortal Shakeſpeare had rk 
jected rhyme in his Tragedies —quited the jing- 


ling bawble with diſdain, and had the honour to be 


the firſt of his own countrymen, wit reſtored the 
 ehic poem to it's ancient dignity. — Ge Tralian 


and Spaniſh poets, ' ” favs M. Ramſar, © have en- 


deavoured to break & from the reſiramt of rlivine. 
An Engliſh poet,” (continues he, mcining Milton) 
« has done it with wonderful ſuccels, and has even 
ſhewn, that the language he uſes, is capable of 
being diverſified by inverſion of phraſes. Ihe French 
perhaps may one day nobly aflert their poetic 11- 
berty, aſter the example. of the Grecks aud Ro- 
mans. 


4 9 ; Quelaues Fraliens, quelque ; Eſpagnols ont tiche d'aſfran- 
chir leur verfification de la g-ne de rimes. Un poete Anglais 


3 areuth merveilleuſement, et a comniea © moAne avec ſuctes 


d' introduire les inverſions des phrases 00 fa langue. Peut- 
Etre que les Frangois reprendront un J bur cette noble liberté des 


EGrecs et des Romaigs,” 


Diſcours de la pocſie lc, &c. 


It 


C:4 KR. HY: M EL vii 


It were indeed devoutly to be wiſhed, that ſuch a 


reſormation might take place all over Europe; that 


rhyme were wnzver ſally exploded, baniſhied from 


ever ſpecies of poctry without exception, even hon 
the ſhoneſt odes and ſuunets.—Tet rhyme, however 


deſpicable, micht have its uſe, if it were but con- 


fined to its own. Prov ince. It might, for in{lace, 


very properly be emp! loved in do. woerel, ee, | 


Iludihraſtic mummery, and travejly.. In ſuch kinds 


of wit indeed, Arme ſeems to be not on!y a very 


ſuitable ornament, but a neceſſary ingredicut; lor 


nothing, I think, can more effectually anſwer tlie 


purpoſes, or heighten the effe& of F raticuls more than 


the uſe of rhyme. I would therefore by no means 


be underſtood to detract from its merit in that re- 


ject; only let it be contined io its own province, 
let it not deceive us under am appearance of Tray, 
let not the impoilor any more approacit to prophane 


the temple of the Mujes; w 19, tough profeijed pa- 


troneſſes of true wit and eluqucuce, are all of them, 


however, enemies to bu aff octery., 


How is the {ublimiy of Homer's Muſe debaſed 
by rhyme! the eagie's wings are clipt! Aud Virgils 


verſe, a mighty ſticam, that rolls with fuch majeſtic | 


pomp.—having diſtributed its waters into innumera— 


ble little chiannels, called rhymes, dwindles by de- 
grecs to a babling brook; tiius relembling in its fate 
that gieut unloitunate waver the Re. 


5 For 


vii . 


For my own part, I mall. confeſs, when I {ee an 


2 poem in rhyme, it ſometimes one: me in nund of 
Ahollo in his Nate of humiliation, pt of his beams, 
Moy reduced to the condition of a thepherd: lome— 


times it gives me the idea of an ancient: warrior. 
metamorpholed into a ,x let; and very Ofen 


of a grave ue in the motley habit ol a merry-ard! ow, 
with bells selig at lie heels. © 


But what mall we fav then of T1 nordies in ry me, 


where Kings and Statclmen are repreſented in the 


moſt important and intereſting ſituations, I ieroes and 
Heroes in the utinoſt diſtreis, ind wien their dear- 


eſt intereſts are at ſtake, when the fate of a whole. 


Kingdom or Empire perhaps is in queſtion, yet ap- 


pear ſuiliciently at leifure to be plaving at cranho 
with cach other? This, I mult confls, was an 


invention worthy of Mr. Bayes liel, tho' perhaps 
it might now be thought a ſlrange ablurdity, a con- 


tradition to nature, realon, and common ſenſe. Vet 
this was the taſle or humour of the age in which 


Dryden llouriſlied; and the French, with all their 
poliienels, are ſtill in a ſtate of barbarity in this ref- 
pect. The preſent taſte in England is more refined 


and fimplihed, more jull and natural: 1 believe, if 


one of thole u Tragedies were now to be itu- 


troduced upon the Enelifh Stage, it would | LE 0) <plo- 


ded even by ne Gallerics with thc hig hell Ui, NULL! 
and 9 


- At times nideed the 9 great Night ret hiinfell was 
olno, lic ui 1e, Which is .. t. efful, and Jul 


„* 6.4 5 7 
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aſnamed of himſ-Mf; as in the prologue to his Aureng- 


2%, where the hero f1:11s, lanzuithes, and talks love 
t» his Indamora in e. W and whimpers in 5 


„ile, vanes in rhyme, and is ahmat poiſoned | in 
„ume. In this prologzie. however, the Author de- 

clares he has changed his taſic of toit, a good 
change 43 


And, to conſeſs a truch, tho out of time,) 
8 „rous weary of nis long ov d Millrels, Rhym:" s 


Vet he thinks, 
« What verſe can do, he has perform'd in this, 
Which he preſumes the moft correct of his: 
But ſpite of all his pride, a ſecret ſhame 
Juvades his breaft at Shakefhear's ſacred name: 
Aw'd when he hears his God-like Romans tage, 
He in a juſt deſpair would quit the ſtage.” 
+ With all the violence,” ſays Mr. Spence®, 68 that 


Xlr. Dry den wrote in thus cauſe, vou {ce he was 
ſorced to recant at laſt. And now I have men- 


tioned XIr. Dryden, it may te worth the Inquiry to 
conſider a liitle more particularly, what chat writer 


has ſaid on this ſubject; as he muſt be allowed on 


al! hands to have been one of the nicelt judges of 


harmony, one of the greateſt maſters of verſification, 


and one of the beil poetical critics in genezal, that 
our nation has ever produced. I am "inclined to 
believe, continues Mr. Spence, © that Dryden 


_ always ſaw through the defects and inconveniences of 


» Eſſay on Pope's Od; fey. 


1 
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ſtate and infirmiuies of childhood, — 


x SY ST I AT 


rhyme, not to ſay the barbarity and childiſhneſs of 
it. Indeed One might be juſtified m ſaying even this 4 


for Dryden himſeif follows Voſſius in calling it ex- 
prefsly,* a chiid;/h ſort of verſe; and ſays, that . 
rhyming fe vamete/s. which may be diſcovered i 


Homer, were probably the remains of a barbaro:!:; 
age. Virgil, adds that writer, had them in ſuch. 


abhorrenc ce, "that he would rather make a falſe ſyntax, 
than what we call a rhyme—The nicer ears in Au- 


guſlus's Court could not pardon him for a line in 
which he had only dropt ſomething like it: ſo that 
the principal omament of modern poetry, was ac- 
counted d:frmity by the Latins and Greeks, ' 


« Aker dbl Sh ah Greek tongue falls na- 
turally int) zambics, and the Latin into F verſe, 


he calls all our little arts of rhyming, harbarities; 
and adds, that as age brings men back into the 
upon the fall 
of their empire the Romans doted into rhyme,” 


„If you would know his ſentiments of rhyme, 


more particularly in relation to the preſent purple, 
and it's uſe in tranſlating an heroic poem; as it hap- 


pens, there is a remarkable paſſage written by him 
on this very occaſion: it was in his more advanced 


judgment; and particularly, as he himſelf informs us 
when he was in his great climacteric. He is f; Teak; 
ing of Hannibal Caro 8 tranſlalion of the Encid 


* Preface to Virgil": Paſtorals, Page 93. 
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Ihe petbnm tance, fays. he, is very mean, 


though that poet took the advintute of writing in 


blunk verie, and freed himſelf from the ſhackles of | 
modern theme. 1 will not make a digreſſion here, 


though 1 un ſtrangely tempted to it; but will only 


lay, that he who can w1ite well in rhyme, may write 
be; „ in blank verſe. Rhyme 18 certainly Aa con- 


ſlraint even to the beſt poets, and thoſe who make it 


with molt eaſe: what it adds to ſweetneſs, it takes 


away from ſcuſe; and he who loſes the leaſt by it, 


may be called a gainer. It often makes us ſwerve 


ſom an author's meaning: as, if a mark be ſet up 
{or an archer at a great diſtance, let him aim as ex- 
actly as he can, the lealt wind will take his arrow, 
and divert it from the W hit e. + 


'* Dedication to his Eneid, page 417. 


+ To this I muſt beg 3 to add the opinion of an adept! in 
the art of rhyming; who ſay hs - 


« But thoſe that write in rhyme ſtill make 
The one verſe tor the other's ſake, 
For one tor /en/e, and one for rhyme, 
I think's tuftcient at one time. 
1 Huis as. 


And indeed the poor poets are ſometimes fo hard put to it to 
make the ends of their verſes chime together, tbat I really think, 
if the world will ſtill inſiſt upon rhyme, it ought to allow them 


the liberty which the facetioas Author of ane here con- 
tends for. 


. „Thus 


a E 
„% Thus far Mr. Dryden. And his opinion weighs 


the more with me in this caſe, becauſe, if any thing, 
ve might expect that lie ſhould be prejudiced in ſa- 


vour of rhyme: but the reaſon of the thing, vou ſee, 
prevailed over all other conhderations: he goes fo far 
as to condemn his own manner of writing, rather 
than ſuffer ſuch a corruption to paſs without a levere 


_ cenſure; and to that end, very gencroutly gixcs up 
his practice to his Judgment. 


Dryden, it is ſaid v, did ſometimes flruzgle 40 get 


looſe from lus chain, but that te always relapjod, ard 


was faſler bound than ever; yet he very conſidentiy 
alerts, that he who can write well in rhyme, may write 


better in blank verſe. But would not the circumſtance 
above-mentioned, I mc:n, his ineffectual ſtruggles to 
free himiclf from the bondage of rhyme, lead one to 


imagine, that an inveterate habit of rhyming, or a fond 


attachment to ſuch laborious trifles, weakens and con- 
tracts the powers of the mind, damps 1t's native vigour, 


renders it incapable of any great or noble effort, and, 
as Horace fays on anather occaſion, 


„ 2 
aff git humo divine particulam aura & 


Dryden has alſo taken it for granted. that rhyme 
adds, I know not what, to the ſweetneſs of verſe: but 
ſays he, what i adds to ſweetneſs, it takes away from 
ſenje. In this I entirely agree with him, that rm 


is extremely apt 20 take away from ſenſe; but that it 


See Felton's Diſſertation on the Claſſics, 


+ Lior. 5 S. : 2. . 79 


adds 
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aral, to facetueſs, I ablulutly dew, For that ſurely 
muſt de; cad upon the hut mony, the jull propa tim 
the judici'; us vie and e,) of Hut, OK toon 
thc jingling found of (F- edi gs. Which 15 lore 
likely to offend and difguſt an une ndiced and de - 

licate car, than t. produce harmony, or ie F. 
One might 45 realonably expect Harmon: from e 
jirling of a UT), rattle. —ut if rimme communes 
[+ nch as he imagined, to ſwertneſs, I would alk the 
. nde ad:mirers ofrhyme, in what cunliſts the weg- 
nets of N/a verſe? or. would rhvme hase od. i 
the tiveetnels of it? or, will any one aftirm, that Dri- 
dens [.-1//attyn of Virgil has more fhveetnels thai te 

Origin Sone profe-writers ton are more vleaſin” 
than others: Herodotcs, for inttance, is remarkable 
fer the belt wk Larmiongy of his Rvie e d 
be Perret bu HAeruuuue, favs J uliy *. Every ing, 

according 0 ( intitian, flows fo be ot, ex Eero 

ts, And { # 1 r let! ke nies huts line in; mn 11 fo 
Fleuſiui aud eli, that one wid. Un i ca 
tate ſout latent harmony of Mes f. And {5 en- 
cluuningly beet and elegant is the ſtele of New# tg, 
tt /e Gutes the: nſetoes, lays Quintitian. ere 70 
have ind « hand in formug UT. : nav. the faine % 
mus writer, by te gencual ſaftiac of Grecce, was 


A the Atte Me fe; 


. i H. c dat a cus? of Cicero. 


4 in Horst vers gun amine, ut ego git tio, niger du. 
ant, un iu 2.47 347 45 L «bet 6 <a 9 Juct rd. «el t His alt ite? 7 2.2 
J. HMCVES COFif te * ieee . | nt init, Lib. i) C 5 Y + 
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Theſe inſtances, I think, are ſuflicient 1 fhaw, 


chat ſweetneſs has not the leaſt dependance upon rlpme, | 
ſince it may exiſt in che higheſt degree without it. 
The ſweetneſs of verſe, it is evident, muſt conſiſt in 
a certain harmonious variety of numbers and cadence. 
That there is a charm i in Poetry”, favs an ingenious 
and learned writer, © ariſing from its numbers only, 
may be made evident from the five or fix firſt lines of 
the Parad iſe Loſt; where withoutany pomp of phraſe, 


ſublimity of ſentiment, or the leaſt decree of imitation, 
every reader muſt find himſelf to be ſenſibly delighted; 
and th, only from the graceful and ſim le cadence of 
the numbers, and that artful variation of the caſura 
or pauſe, ſo eſſential to che harmony of every good 
f poem“ 


„ You will ſometimes meet with a rhyme- poem.“ 
ſays Mr Spence, * all the lines of which run off 
entirely with the ſame pauſes; the ſtream always 
equal and fo level that you can ſcarce perceive it to 
move. What do you think of each couplet chiming 
ou in the ſame flops and meaſure, with the moſt te- 


dious uniformity of ſound imaginable? -But allowing 


that ſome rhyme- poems may be ſomewhat lels cen- 
ſurable than others, in this ieſpect; vet, © after all,“ 


continues Mr. Spence, let or pocts manage the 


| cadence and ſtructure in rhyme-yerſe ever fo artfully, 
it will fall ſhort of blank in theſe particulars. 


* Coe 4 D. Ty on „ M 2 Pant and Per, 1 by James 


Harris, Eigz Chap. 5. 
1 Efluy on a Pope's C 8 
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petion, who wou! d pleaſe to be diſobliged in it ty & 
 Iemnfeltf what urgumem there is {or this practice, which 
Its ſo generally obtained in the neden world? 11 


VVV xv. 


Inderd rh; re is a natural che to them; it lens 


ald difturbs both the trust re and inc eto ce J he 


very Find of any- b rods. the belt contrined 11 


: cone {NCC ONE of this: „ne 1 per He.. enn a 13 
ling them, you ny obLlerve Uh hs eilen v tits 
to 8 2Þ ine lime, and lole the ji gie of H. © ps 8 


poflible: and when the found of it is no # (ice 


kept under, you will find that it ff s the ch 
ance, and occaſions too great a bicak in tine ed.“ 


Speaking of rhyme in general, he adils, © 1 
own, it is with a ſtrange re: ARS that cope f.! 
generally imo this tale; it has of ot wine e 


ſent on its ſide: and the [ery Tet of thier 3 ty 
ol verſe rect with little praiſe, or een omen crg,) 
from the world. How many perions wod'd ily unto 
umcalonable heats upon hearing halt Wa: u J lave 


leid to vou! I [Loud beg the ſro of au ith 
ji. 


he can find none, tis caſy to ing the mutter more 


| home, and to afk farther, whether he tiiuss ravine 


wou'd be proper in the Odrflev and Eucid? Az, {| 
then 1 all be glad to hear what reaſolis can be :: 1h -77 
ed, uh it loud be 1 imprope: ma Lat or el, and 
not ſo in an 7%; 3070 Eric: — I am pet: 8 Beg cou 
tinues Mr. Spence, it is naching bur ule, 8 tes 


id {uportabie at preicit; and whznever Me word e- 


C COUT 15 


. 
* 
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covers iifell from this agrecable ſup or, it will then ap- 
pear as rMarenlous i the reader as it has been ice 
7 enient to the oct. light it not have been much 
beuer, and much more for their honour, for ir. 
Dryden in his tine, and Mr. Pope in our's, to have 
broken throueh this tedious ſlavery; and to have freed 
tlie world from à taſte lo 7rrational and barbarous!—lT 
 ownitto vou, I have ſomething of an impatience in me to 
ſ-c this great reformation in poctry ſet on foot: 1 wiſh 
it could be brought about in our time; and, if not, 
_ altnofl envy thoſe who in future ages ſhall be fo hap- 
py as to ſce men awake from this lethargy of verſe ; 
when all the poets ſhall conſpire to reitore regt l 
to their fe iments, and nerves and vartety to their 
numbers; when the wruers ſhall throw aſide all rhole 
idie arts 1 uicks which we now play with ſounds; 
and true harmony thall flouriſh ny hout « encroaching 
upon true feuje.” 


How does the judicious Earl of Roſcommon la- 
ment the miſcrabie ſubſlitution of rhyme for the divine 
poetry of the ancients! How warm:y does he invite, 
nay, and ſolicit his counrymen to break it's bonds 
aſinider, and reſt, re the Muſes to their ancient li- 
berty ! Yet even he, agaiuſt his better judgment, has 
ſometimes, though not always, ſubmiued to the 
voke. Ir m his Hl 2 on t, an Muted ve, iſe he laws 5, 


Ol ir NV faults ihyme is nerhaps the cauſe; 
T 00 ſtrict 5 hyme, e ſigh: more accu: laws: 


48. 


mn FLY WE 


For that in Greece or Rome was never known, 
5 by b.rbarian deluges o erflown : * 
Subdued, undone, they did at laſt obey, | 
And cliange their own for their invaders . 


„I grant, that from ſome moſly idol- oak, 
In double rhymes our Thor and Moden [; oke 3 
Aud by ſucceilion of unlearned times, © 
As bard begun, lo monks rung ou the chimes. 


- thr that Phczbus and the ſacred Nine 
With all their beams on our b'e!? ifland ſhine, 
Vhy ſhould not we th-1r ancient r1:tes reſtore, 
And be what Rome and Athens were before? 


— — 


ſabjecl taken out of Niltun's Paradiſe Loft, the noble 
writer conc.udes with this ardent with; 


On I thee to hai; the glorious day, 
And fing loud pans through the crowded way, 

| When in triumphant ſtate the Braſh Muſe, 
True to herleit, mall barb'rous aid refuſe, 

And in the Roman majeſty appear. 

W lich none know better, aud none come lo near.” 


tion to Engliſh Grammar. Here then we are reduced to this al- 


anvil be 870 en up: t. Ear um , accipe. 


And after giving a ſpecimen of blank verſe on a 


— 


. Ones is he" proper word: See Dr. Lowth's Introduc- 


ternative; Either the grammatical propriety, or elſe the rhyme, 


| The 


— —_ — 


— — „ — ' 
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The time, I truſt, is approaching, when Britain 


| ſhall at laſt dare to think for herſe f when ſhe (hail 
no more be carried away by cuitom and authority 


unſupported by Reaſon ; but her very jul, mts ſhall be- 


gin to liſp manly . and nc/vors e/oquence, and 
ſhall learn to deſpiſe the trifling and ſalſe taſte of their 
fore-fathers; when rhyme ſhall be aboliſhed, when 


that fantaſtic idol of Gothic ignorante ſhall be daſhed 


to pieces, its temple totally deſtroyed, and the very 
ground ploughed up, where the abonunation ſtood. 


THE 


The A RGUMENT. 


. dlemachns, e hs Miner n 11 the form of A n 


Tor, lands, after haut (4/24 7 e ei Jap Wreck, ON lie 
| Hand of the (ode al ll. Wo was flill. 5 441.0 


the deþartuie ee. The Goddeſs recetoes Hin 


favourably, conceres a pajſuon ſor him, offers him ws 
mortality, and eres Eu acrount of his adventu cs, 
Fe relates his voyave lo Piles and Laceda mon; his 
* Misfortune o# the coajl of Sicily ; the danger he was 
in of being ſacrificed to the Manes of Anzinjes ; tre 
afſiflance which Mentor aud kimnſelf gave Ales a- 
gainſl an min ſion of iar iu; aud the gralitude 
of the King, wio, 1 return for tus ſervice, fur- 
| niſhed them with a Pimnigan 15 el to carry then 
home to Inc. 


% The French calls it mefrant, H fadrfA; ut this, in the tra! ſenfe, 
being inconſiſtent with the truth of the leory, as related b the Author, 
IT think it probable, it the Argument preti.Þ 1 was writer by him, thus 


inftead of t, be hat uſed ſtune more gearral expretion, At the 


ſame time Tam ſenfiv!e, that the word is Foractimes ufed in a figurative ſenſe, 
and ſignifies „ i tiny 410 But none being uſd in the 
Lee ral u proper ſenſe at the beginning of the Argument, I think it hardly 
probable, that the Author a have uſed the ſame word iu a fff: fone 
within the compaſs of a rew lines, At all events, it mult be und riod in 


a ſenſe conſiſtent with:. 111 of 45 *, a Ns which the Egli Tr —_— 


of TeLEMACULs have ovocloukes. 
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N vai Carves) evry art alſlays 
10 chaſe the ſad remembrance from her breaſt; 
The image of Urrssrs {lill recurs, 
Whole loſs ſhe mourns. Deſpairing of relief, 
The Goddeſs loaches her nmortality. 5 
Her ſilent Grotto now no more relounds 
With her melodious voice; her penfive Ny mphs 
In ſilence wait, nor dare to ſoothe her grief. 
Now all alone, and loſt in thought, ſhe ſtrays 
Along the low ry borders of her Ille, N 
V here ſmiles cternal Spring: ' each conſcious * 
Of 


N — * => 
3 * 


6 „ * ——— 
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— 
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Of former bliſs 1 reneiv's her deep regret. 


| Now bath'd in tears, and motionleſs ſhe Guts 


Here as ſhe 22 d, ſue: al at once pe receiv oy 


The pieces of a Ship but neu ly w rech d; 
Oars, broken benches, ſcatter d here and there 


Along the ſands: a rudder, and a nut, 


Wich ſh: ter 'd a Toaing near Lac ſhore, 


Then at a diſtance ſhe deſcries two men; 
One ſcem'd in years; the other bore, tho your 7, 
A manifeſt reſemblance of Ur.vssrs : 
He had his graceſulneſs, his noble vir, 
His ſhape, his ſtature, his majeſtic geir. 


At once the Goddels i in the blooming va: uh 


Diſcerns Trrru ACHT'S, ha hero's fon: 


But who the v cr e man could be, 


| That now accompanied Tir EXMACHHU'S, 


Surpaſs d her penetration, tho divi ine: 


For the ſuperior Deitics conce::! 


From the infcrior Gods what er they ple. cle: 


And now M:xrrva, whom Vrxz WE? DOTY 
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V here from the beach with ſtreaming eyes ſhe view [ll 
The hero's leſs ning bark, ill by degre cS 


In ſhadowy vapours loft it difappear d. 


T4 
* 


Acconipanit 1 


| 
| 


— —ẽ—3 —-—— 


Sui wing in vain to hide the heart- felt 1 2 45 
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Accompanied Trrrevicnrs, thought fit 33 


T. hide her preſence from Carvys0's eyes. 


Mc while Carrreoo w ith a ſecret j jy 


Bebel the wreck chat broue zht i into her Iſte 
Urs lon, then imag: of his Sire. 
But wich difſ-mbling air, and ſtern reg gard. 40 


Adrranmy 5 near. —Y oung * ranger, hence, 1 ſhe, 


This bold intru! fon? Knox, that none preſuines 


To tcl tele coaſts, to enter theſe my realms, 


Uupanitird: - hus, with menaces levere, 


Her ſparkling eyes betray' d. 


The vouth replied; 


O thou, whatever name befit the: beſt, 


Mortal, or Goddeſs of this favourd Ie, 
(rho ſure thy aſpect marks thee for divine) 30 


Canſt thou behold unmov'd a wretched fon, 
Who, at the mercy of the winds and waves, 
Secking his father loſt, is caſt away, 


| A hapleſs wandt rer on theſe fatal rocks ? 


Who then, reſum'd the Godd: ſs, is vour father: £ 55 


Trrruachts replied, He's nam'd ULrssrs, 


One 


Affected and ſurpris 'd, C ALYPSO gaz 
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One of thoſe Kings who, aſter ten yers' ſiege. 


Laid Troy i in aſlies. Through the States of Gr reece, 


= And all the diſtant regions ol the Fatt, 
His valour and his wiſdom were renown, to 


Now 0 er the wide- extended mai:1 he roa: ns, 


=O prey to all the dangers of the decp, 
A wretched exile from his native ſhore, 
Pexrlorr, his 1 iſe, has loſt all hop c 


Ever to fee him more; and I, his fon, „ 


Expos d to equal dangers with himlelf, 


D ſpeiring ſeck him—now pe! hap s—* ho knows - 


For ever bur ied | in his wat'ry gras 1 


Pity, O Goddess pity our diſtreſs! 


And, if thou know 'ſt what deſtiny has wrought, 79 
Uryssrs to preſerve, or to deitrov, 


O deign to inform TeLEvacnts, his fon ! 


VV 1 fo much wiſdom, ſo much eloquiencs. 


Appearing i in ſuch early, bloon ing vouh, 


* 
; 9 
mw Y 


Awhile in filence;—then at length replied; 


I Hercafter, at a more convenient time, 
We will inform you of y our father s fate; 


But now, Terexacur 5, vou ſeem fatigued, 


And 


Jo value, and 1 improve your happy lot. = ; 85 


A th entr ance ſoon artiving, with ſurpriſe 


Ja nnaure's Crue ga“ airav'd. No gold, 


oo IJ. / TELEMACHUS. j 


Aud want refreſhinent. Come to my abode, 80 
I'll teat you as my ſon: come, you ſhall be 
My coulvlation i in this ſolitude ; : 


Aud am ſurety ſor your happineſs, 


Þ Ovid. 4 vou have 0 ildom to diſcern, 


This ſaid, ſhe turn d, and with majeſtic pace, 


Attended by a train of blooming Nymphs, 


Led onward, eminent above the reil, 


As a tall foreſt-ouk, or ſtately pine, | 
Above tir inf. rior and ſurround: g trees. 90 


& þ FLEMA'CHLUS following with delight beheld 


Her radiant beauty ; her long, flow ing robe 


Of rich 1d glowing purple; her ſilken locks 11 
Aich cafy grace ted iu a knot behind; | 
The ſott, enchaiuing luſtre of ler eyes. mk 
View ME x10: with reſpectful air —his eyes 
0 alt ON the vronnd, —IN liience join d the train. 5 


Car vrs0s Grotto now appear d in view: 
Irrruncuts beheld a thoufard charins 109 


Silver, 
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Siter, or poliſird marble, it is true, 
No pillars, ſtatues, pictures here were levn. 
1 his Grouo i into curious vaults was fornrd, 
| Hewn i ina rock; the bending roof thick-ſet 10; 
With ſhell and pebble of various hue; the fade 
; Were mantled o er w ith a young (preading vine 
1 tapeſtry of nature. This receſs, 
Ever with ſoft, reſrcſhing breezes ſann d. 
Deficd the ſultry heat. A verdant 10 
Gayly enamel'd with a thouſand flowers, 
| Was ſpread around. The purling rills that ſtray d 
1 hrough meads with amaranths and violets deck d. 


Form'd baſons here and there along the plain, 


As clear as chry ſal. On one fide was ſeen 5 15 


A wood of tuſted trees, w ith golden fruit, 
That bear freſh bloſſoms all the ſeaſons round, 
And ſcatter fragrance through the balmy air. 
This wood, unpervious to the ſolar ray, 
Sbirted the flow' ry lawn, and crown d the ſcene. 120 
Wuth vocal melody the w ood reſou: ids, 
Of warbling birds, of ey ry name and note; 
7 Or with a ruſhing cata'ra&'s echoing noiſe, 


1 hat tun nbling beadlong from t the rocky height. 


Of 
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Of 2 filet precipice, comes s foaming down, 125 


Ihen ets with trembling haſte acrol> the plain. 


On nl ny s lo; ing fide the Grotto ſtood, 

She diflant Sca in view; that now appear d | 
A fiooth and glaſſy plain; now, as in com, 
Dafſliing aginſt the rocks his idle wave, 130 
Aud now, in ſwelling billows mountain-high, 
| Burſting with '» leous roar. On th'other ſide 

A winding river ſlray d. whoſe parting ſtreams 
Form'd various iflands pleaſing to the view, 

Border d with flow'ry limes, and poplar trees 1 33 
Of towing height. Of theſe meandiing ſtreams, 
That ſeem'd wo wanton oer the verdant plain, 
Some roll'd with rapid courſe; ſome gently crept; 
Others by mazy w indings ſcem d to turn 

Back to their ſuurce, as loath to quit the "TIN 140 
Far off, in varied and romantic ſhape, ” 
And terminating this deliglitſul ſcene, 

ü Mount ains and diſtant hills in proſpect roſe, | 

That hid their loſty ſummits in the clouds. 
1 be mountains near at hand w ere clad with v ines; 143 
The verd. un bs anc hes Lending i in feſtoons, 
Vv ere hung wich ſnining louds of purple grapes; 


C r 
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The ſwelling cluſlers ftrove in vain to Hide 

Their glowing bluthes "miſt the inadowing leay CS. 
The fig, the olive, the pomezran, [te=tree, 130 : 
6 ith trees of ev r name, adorn'd tlie plain. 

* 15 7 Which, in the whole cxmenive vier, appear d. 


| | | | As O11C vaſt garden. 


IIavi ing now dilplay 1 
All theſe guy ſcenes to the admiring cs 133 
Of voung Tri MACH s. the Goddeſs ſaid, 


"Tis time, 1 LLEMAGHL'S, that you ſhould rell 


4 From your ſatigue, and change your wet apparel; 
[ You'll then return to us, aud I'll relate 
Such hiſtories as will affect your heart. 166 


He then with Merx108, his celeſtial guide, 
T a neighi- ring Grouo's de. p recels reti: d; 


VV here, ready- kindled by the Ny: mphs, they found 


5 A fire of cedur-wood, that ſhed around 
| Revivi ung ſragrance: here the Nymphs had leſt 163 
lf Changes of raiment for the new-aniv'd. 


Trrexa'curs ſceing for himnfclf dofign 


A vell of pureſt wool, as white as fnow, 


And a ſine robe of tiſſued purple and gold, 


un. 


Y — — 
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With plerſure natural to youth b-held 170 


1 Ss 


Ihe rich uttire. 


T. n Mex CG gray cly Ld; 


Are tele, Trrevicnys, arc : thef.: the thoughts 


Lit for UC SEO! > fon to entertain 


Ali:! rather meditate lach manly dis 173 


As mav be worthy of your father's name; 


Ard how to meet the frowns of adverſe fate. 
The vouth who with effemi'nate art delights 
His perſon vainly to adorn, is loſt 


To wiſdom and to glory; thele belong 180 


Only to him who dares to ſuffer pain, 
Aud on deluſive Pleaſures llipp ry charms 


To trample v ich diſdain, 


v. e mighty Gods! 4 


{With a a deep at Teretacurs replicd,) 185 
Ratlier than ſtoop to pleaſure s looſe controle, 

O may I periſh! Shall ULrsses' fon 

Siuk in ſoft lux rv, and inglorious caſe !— 

Vet ſure it was the fav ring hand of Heaven, 


That after all our danger, all our toil, „ 


And ſuipwreck, call us on this happy ſhore, _ 
C 2 Where 


i 
1 
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Where this terreſtrial Queen, or Goddels rather, 


Loads us with benefits! 


| 
Ah! rather Kar. 


| Said Mevros, leſt ſuch good be evil; fear e 

Her ſolt- alluring wiles more than the rocks 
; On which your veſſel ſplit; ſhipw reck and death 

Are not ſo formidable in themſelves, 

As Pleaſure in deceitful ſmiles array'd 

To lead unguarded iimoc uce altray. 200 

Do not believe the ſtories ſhe'll relate: 

' Youth is preſumptuous, over-confident, 

Self-flattering, as in it's own eſteem 

Equal to all events ; ſtranger to ſear, 


Too eaſy of belief. Be on your guard 20; 


Againſt her ſmooth,” inſinuating ſpeech, 
That, like a ſerpent under flowrs conceald, 


Darts poiſon 1 unperceiv'd into the heart. 


; Beware; diſtruſt yourlelf, and take no ſtep | 


Without conſulting me. 210 


They then return d 
T 0 where 6 aur PSO, with her num rous train, 


W as waiting to receive them. Then the Nymphs, 


Gracelu] 


Serv d up a plain, but clegant repuit; 21 


| Conſiſting one of the elle ol Lirds, 


| Levcorno?, the chief of all the Nymphs, 
Adapted to the voices of the reſt - 
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Gracelul with braided locks, and dicls'd in white, 


Ga. 


Of x; 1100s kinds, winch th. 4's had caught with nats, 


Or Lea its * hich the ey had taken 1 in che chace. 


Wi ine, rich as nectar. How di in copious ſtreams 


From filver vales into golden bowls _ 220 
Adorn 4 with earlands of {weet -lnelling fl 5 ers: : 


And all the ſruits of Autumn crown'd the board. 


Meantime four blooming Nymphs began to ling: 
And firſt they ſung the combat of the Gods 
Againſt the rebel-giants; next they lung 225 
Th” amours of Juerrer and Severe, 
The binh of Baccurs, father of the vine, 


Brought up by old SiLExrs; then the race 


Of Arar ANA and HirrovMENES 
Who won the prize by means of golden fruit 230 


Brought from the garden of th Heſperides. 


At length was ſung the famous ſiege of Troy; 


"Urvroans' wilfdom and his oreat exploits 


Were celebrated with immortal praiſe. 


1 


Ihe muſic of her lyre. His father's name 
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No ſooner ſtruck Triruacns's car, 


Than trickling tears ſtole down lis glowing cheeks, 


And gave new beauty to his countenance. 240 


At length, unable to enjoy the feaſt, 


He ſunk oppreſs d with ſorrow. Sceing this, 


Cal vrso beck ning gave the Nymphs a ſign: 


At once they change the moving ſtrain, and ling 
The Centaurs' combat with the Lapitize, | 245 


And the deſcent of Orvnevs to the Shad-s, 


By muſic's charms to move th' infernal Powers 


Jo vive him back his loſt Euxvpick. 


When finiſh'd the repaſt, and chang'd the ſcene, 


The Goddeſs took TELEMUAchrs aſide, 230 


And thus addrefs'd him: Great ULrssrs' ſon, 


You fee with how much favour you 're receiv d: 


Know, Tin immortal; and that none preſumes, 


Unpuniſird, to profane with mortal ſtep 


This my domain : nor could your late diſtreſs 255 


Secure you from my vengeance, were it not, 


1 hat more than pity pleads in your behalf, 


Pleads for you in my breaſt ;—in one word, love. 


The lame good fortune which you now enjoy, 


Was once your father's lot, which he, alas! 260 


Knew 
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knew neither how to value, nor improve. 
is true, a long time I detain'd him here; : 
* ith me he might have liv d, with me have reign d 


| Here i na Nate of immortality. 


Eut all incle glorious proſpects he de fis . 


o . ſinded was he by a ſond deſire 
1 o lee his wretched country. Now behold 
Vw hat he has ralhly forfeitzd !—for what ? 


For Ithaca—which he ſhall never ſce. 


He was refolv'd to go—he went—not long 270 
Unpuniſrd; for his veſſel, tofs d awhile = 
By ſurious winds, was buried in the deep. 
Then leam to profit by your father's fate; 
You now cam never hope to fee him more, 
Nor ever to ſucceed him in his throne. 273 


For this flight lols, behold a rich amends ! 
Behold a Goddels ready to complete 


Your lappinefs, and an immortal crown ! 


Ard now the Goddeſs ſpar no pains 10 How, 
What happineſs Urrss1s had enjond 280 
As long as he 1 i to Hav v with ker; 
Related lis adwezuuifes l the Sven 
Of the Cyclupcan glam Porr, 
5 And 


Allo what happen d to lima in the Ie EL 


Forbore :0 urge him further; way, the feem'd 
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And in tlie country of the Leſtriaons; 


Of Circr, and the dangers he incurrd 
*Twixt Scy la and Charybdis, Ste delcrityd 
; The laſl and dreadful ſtorm that Nevrc NE rid 
2 Againſt him, aſier he had quiited her; 
5 In which ſhe feign d, that, having ſuſſer d w rock, 290 
He periſii d; — thus luppreſling his elcupe, 


And {ale arriv val on a certain Ilie. 


Trrruacurs, who was at firſt betrav'd, 


And dazzled by the honours lie recciv d, | 
Into exceſſive joy, perceiv'd at length 293 
Carvrsos artifice; how wile and juſt 
Ib advice of MexTor.—Bri-tly he repli-d; 
O Goddets, pardon the cxcels of grief, 
That now O erwheims my heart; it may perhaps 
Be more hercaſter in my pow 'r to taſle 300 
Ihe lappineſs) your bounty offers: now, 
Permit me now to ſhed theſe fi uiuels tears 


For my dear ſ:ther s ſake : you, Goddeſs, know, 


Better than I, the worth that claims thele ters. 


_ Carveso ſeeing him overcome with grief, 303 


Deeply 
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Deeply to ſympathize in his diſtreſs. 
But more ellectually to lay the train, 
And 8 ain che avenue leading to kis heat, 


_ She begg dio hear th adventures he ad paſt, 10 


N Beſore his ſhipwreck threw him on lier coaſts, 


1 as! ſaid he, the various lcenes of woe, 


T hat I have pail, would make a tedious tale. 


1 mal not think i it tedious, ſhe replied, 
1 greatly long to hear it; lole 10 time 313 
Jo gratify my curioſity. 
dle preſo d him to comply hh her requeſt, 
At length, no longer able to reſiſt 


Her . he chus began. 


1 lefi my native country, to inquire 320 
5 Among the Kings who were return'd from Troy, 

If they could give me tidings of my father. 
PexETO'rE's num'rous ſuitors were ſurpris d 

At my departure: of their treach'rous arts 
Too well appris'd, I privately embark 1 32 
But neither MextLaus the Spartan King, 


= Who entertain'd me with the higheſt ts 
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Of friendſhip and regard at Lacedemon, 

Nor Nesros, whom I faxv at Pylos, knew | 

| Whether my father were alive, or dead. - 330 
No longer able to ſupport the pain, 

The ago ny of ſuſpenſe, I then reſoly d 
To fail for Sicily; for on that coaſt, 

As I had heard, my father had been 1 
By adverſe winds. But Mexrox, whom you ſee 33 
Here preſent, difapprov'd the ra d-fign, 

Deſcrib'd the dangers likely to enſue. 

On one hand, from the Cyclops, mouſtrous gan 
That glut their horrid jaws with human flefir; 

And, on the other, from the hoſtile fleet, | 310 
Ihen lying off the coaſt of Sic ty, 

That brought Ex Eas and his fi jends from T: tov. 

Ihe Trojans now, ſaidl he, bear deadly hate 
Tow'rds all the Grecks; but, above all, be ſare, 
Would gladly ſacrifice Uxvssts fan : 25 
Return to Ithaca, continued he, 

Who knows but you may hind, already were, 

Urs S585 by the grace of Heaven reflord? p 
But i che Gods have ſatally decreed, 

That he ſhould periſh, never to return, 2. 330 


Or tee his county more; You ought, at len, 


— — 
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To go aud vindicate your fuher's wrongs, 
10 ſet P:xriore at liberty, 
o manteſt your wildom 10 tlie world, 
And lat the States of Greece behold | in you 
A King in all reſpects as fi: 10 reign. 
As the iCeNown 'd Ut ys: : . But miſled 
And hurried by my paſſion, I was deaf 
To ev ry thing my faithful friend 2dvis'd ; 
And all he could remouſtrate was in vain: 
Yet ſuch his tenderneſs, that he reſolyd 
On thus raſh voyage wich me to embark, 
And ſhare | irs dangers. Thus the mighty Gods | 
permitted me to fall into the ſnare, 


To teach me wiſdom and humility. 


Mean while, as thus Terxuacuus diſcours d, 


Catvrso with attentive, curious eye 
Examin d M:x10a: the was ſtruck with awe ; . 
She thought chat! in his aſpect ſhe perceiv d 
Something divine, | ſtill i in her thoughts perplext, 
C onfhunded, and amaz'd; - filld with diſtruſt 
And terror at the fight of this Unknow n. 
But learing ker co: nfuſion ſhould be ſeen, 
Go on, TuLzuacuts, ſid the go on, 

1 


19 
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Your Norv | imtere!'s me much. Ihen thus 973 


Teura Acurs relum'd: 


Now for lone tune 
The wind blew fair for ied: at length 


A low'ring tempeſt brooding o'er the deep 


Wich ſable wings, wrapt us in night proſound. 3590 


3 
The lightnings fluſhing through the darken'd Air, 
Gave us to ſce ſome other ihips wvoiv d 
In the ſame danger: thele, we ſoon perceix d. 

Were Part of the much dreaded T 10jan fleet. 

. l now ſaw clearly, but, alas! too Jate, 3855 
The folly and vreſumption of my hopes. 

 MexToxs, in this diſtreſs, not only' appear'd 
Unmov'd and ſcarleſs, but was more alert, 


More lively, and more gay than he was wont, 


His conduct gave me ſpirit; I felt my (elf FR 


Tnſpird with fortitude invincible: 
While he, without the leaſt embarraſſment, 
(The Pilot being diſabled by his f. urs.) 


Gave orders, and directed ex rv thing. 


Mxxron, my deareſt fiend. faid I, ah) why, 395 


Why did I {light your counſel? Now behold 
Wha: 


— 
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What miſery Ive brought upon myſelf, 


By that preſumption, that {elſ-confidence, 


Of inconliderate, inexpericnc'd 1 vouth, 1 05 5 


1 


Sliort fitted, blind to cv ry ſuture ill. 400 


4% 
* 


And ſac rificing ill the preſent tune „ Tg. 
Tov p Hi Mm, and 0 folly —Oh! it ever, e |; | 
If ever we outlive this dreadfu) ſtorm, | 
Ill no more truſt in, fell. taan I would truſt 
My moſt inveaerate foe! —MexTos, hencetoith 403 


I will implicitly coutide in you! 


Then MexTon ſmilingly replied; Think not, : 


1 mean to caſt reproach: it 1s 5 enough, 
Thar vou have ſeen your error, and confeſs i it; 

As this experience may hereafter ferve h 410 
Jo cuth and to controle your {ond deſires. 


But when the danger's over, then perhaps 


Preluinption takes her turn again to reign, 
"Tis courage only can ſuppor: us now, 


Ere danger come, be cautious, circumſpect; 415 


But once arriv, behold it with contempt. 
Now pt ove your able birth, now er yourſe!f 
Superior LO the ev ils that ſurround, 


Aud in-nace „ou vit h doth! 


Hoy 
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How was I charm'd 420 
With MrxTtor's courage and compoſure join'd! 1 
But how much more amaz d, w hen I beheld 
His ſpirited exertion and addreſs 
I's eſcape the Trojan fleet! —He had obſery d, 
At tir inſtant when the ſky began to clear, 423 
And when che Trojans, being near at hand, 
Mult have diſcover d us,—a ſhip of their's 
Reſembling our's, and parted from tlie reſt 
By the hard ſtorm; her ſtern was crown 'd with flow ers. 
He inſtantly prepar d to hang our ſtern | 4 30 
Wich flowry g garlands, to reſemble then's, _ 
And tied them on with the ſame-colour'd bands. 
He then gave orders to the Row'rs to ſtoop 
Over their benches, and bend down their heads, 
That we might paſs unnotic'd. Thus we paſs d 41553 
Into the very midſt of all their fleet. 
On ſeeing us, the Trojans rend the air 
With ſhouts a joy, as ſor their friends nidbea 
Thoſe friends w hom they had once given up for ml 
Nay we were borne by the high-ſwelling RR "Is 
For ſome time Ww ith them, ſide by fide. At length f 
We lack d our courſe; and ey Ly boiſt rous winds | 


Being dri en tow 'rds the coalt of Alrica, 


ve 
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We ſlrove with all our might, by dint of oars, 


To make the neiglib ring coaſt of Sicily. 445 


At laſt we gain'd our point: but this ſoon prov'd 
Al not as dreadful as the Trojan fleet 
That we h: ad Juſl eſcap'd: for here we found 
Another t of T rojaus, focs to Greece: 
Here old Acrsres reign 4 who came ſrom Troy. 439 
We had no ſooner ſet a ſoot on ſhore, 
Than ſome of the alarm'd inhabitants 


Took us for other people of the Ille, 


Arm 'd, and prepar d to attack chem by ſurpriſe; 
Or elle for ſtrangers come to-ſeize their lands. 455 


In the firſt ſudden tranſi port of their rage 


T hey ſet our ſhip On fre, and put to death f 
All our companions: Mx rox and myſelf | 
Alone eſcap'd their fury; we were ſpar d, 


In order to be brought before AcesTes, 460 
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hat he might queſlion us himſelf, and learn, 


Both whence we came, and what were our deſigns, 
Wich our hands bound behind us, we were brought 
Into the Town; nor was our death delay d, 
But that we might be made a ſpectacle, 465 


To 
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To eratiſy the peoples cruelty, 


As ſoon as they ſhould hear that we were Greeks. 


Siehe they preſented u us before the King: 
. Holding a golden ſcentre in his hand, 
He fat diſpenſing juſtice to his people ; . 470 
And now was juſt preparing to aſſiſt 5 
At a great ſacrifice. With voice ſevere 
He aſk'd us to what country we belong d. 
And what might be the purport of our voyage. 
Not chooſing to declare that we were Greeks, 49% © 
Mex ros at once replied; O King, we come 
From the Heſperian coaſt, and not far thence 
Our country lies— The King would hear no more; 
But taking us for ſpies that w -1\h'd to hide 
Some treacherous defign, he gave command 459 | 
To ſend us to a foreſt not far off, 
To ſerve as ſlaves to thoſe who kept his flocks. 
But ſuch a ſtate to me ſeem d worſe than death : 
O King, I cried, 'twere better far to die, 
Than to be ſo degraded, ſubjefted = 48; 
To ſuch diſgrace Know, I'm Tear: ach 5 bs 
Son of Urryssrs King of Ithaca: 
In ſearch of him 1 roam; him, him I ſeek 


Ou 
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On ev'ry coaft of the wide-rolling fea: 

Bur if 1 cannot lind him, nor return 490 
| Hume to my native country, nor avoid 

A tte te af fle u take away my lite, 


A baden I ny longer can ſupport! 


voice 


Theſe words were ſcarce pronounc 4. when 3 one 


T he people reus'd. and all ena;'d, cried out, 493 
It is not fit that he ſhould live! the ſon | 
Of that ULys3ts, by whoſe cruel ar's 
Great Troy was laid 3 in aſhes! Let him dic!— 
Son of Ur SSES, then Acrs [FS ſaid, 
It is but jult to ſacriſice your blood 500 
To appeaſe the Manes of thoſe Trojan Chiefs 
Slum by your father's hand, —untune!y flain, 
And doom d to wander on the gloomy banks 
Of black Cocytus. You mull chereſore die; 
You, and your Guide. An old man in the crowd 505 
Ar the ſame time propos d it to che King, 
To laciifice us on Axcnises tomb: | 
Their Llood, ſaid lie, w ul pleaſe that hero's Shade : 
How will his lon Exzas too be charm d. 
- And touch d with gratitude when he ſha!l car 310 


O jnch a facrifice, ſuch lionours paid 
F. | To 
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To him of all the world he held meft dear! 
The ſayi ing pleas' d the multitude ; and now 


Their thoughts wer. bent on our approaching fate. 


Now wete we leading to Axcatsrs tomb: 1 


Two altars were Prepar d; the ſacred. fie, 


Already kindied, rol 4 it's dreadful ſpies; 


The fatal knife was plac d before Our eves, 


And we, as victims, were adlorn'd with flowers ; 


No pitying eye appear d, no gleam of hope; 320 


And now between us and our bnal doom 


Only a ſugle moment interven d, 


When MexTor with compos d and reſo'lute air 


Demanded audience of the King; ; and laid. 


O King, if young TI PBI Achnus [ail to move 523 


2 


Your pity, who ne er rais'd an hoſtile ann 


Agaiuſt the Trojan State; at leafl attend 


To your own intreſt—deeply now concen d. 


By that forcknowicdge of the will of Heaven, 


That fkill in augury, which I've Os -” 530 


1d learly ſce, that. ere three days expire, 
| You' I be invaded | by a ſavage race 


Ot lell Barbarians, Pouring on vour plains 


Like ahnoe torrent, ready LOU aloha 


And 
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And deſolate your country — Lift prepare, 


his inflant arm your people! L ule 119 time 


To get vour flocks and heads within the walls !— 


Tf mv prediction's falle, you'll then be free, 
At three days end, to execute vour will: 
Ib it prove true. chen ſure it were 11 uit 


To take their lives away who ſav d your own. 


| ArxrsTEs had no ſooner heard theſe words 

Wah ſuch authority pronounc d. ſuch ſorce, 

Such dignity as he had nev cr ſeen 
Yefore in man,—:] nan he was ſtruck with awe, 

And deep atoniſhment. I plainly ſec, 

O ftranger, ſaid Actsrrs, that the Gods. 
Who ve dealt out to vou wich a ſparing hand 

The giſis of fortune, yet have taken care 
To make a large amends, and in their ſtead 

Have given you wiſdom, a ſuperior gilt ! 

Th intended ſacrifice was now delerrd : 

Le gave immediate orders to prepare 

Againſt th attack which Mxxro had foretold, 

And to repair to arms. At once were ſeen _ 


Women alarm'd and terrified, old men 


Stooping with age, children with cries and tears, 
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Of juſtling crowds, confuſing and conſus d. 
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On ev ry fide retreating from the plains 


Within the city-walls; the lowing herds, 


The bleating flocks, in thick tumultuous droves, 360 


Crowding the ſtroets, from all the neighh'ring fie! \s, 


Tumult and noiſe promiſcuous reign'd throurhout, 


» 


In wild diſorder hurrying up and down, N 555 


They knewr not v hither. Soine who thou: ht themſcises 


Wiſer and more diſcerning than the reſt. 


Some of their leading men, would needs contend, 
That Mexron was a cheat, and had devis 1 
A falſe prediction to preſerve his liſe. 


At hy 3th the third day drawing tory rds an end, 579 
The wiſer ones began to plume themiel es 
On their ſagacity, when all at once, 
Along the flope of the adjacent hills, 
A whirling cloud of duſt came rolling on ; 
And ſoon they could diſcern Barbariun treops 57; 
Innum rable, and dulky-glimm'ring arms. 85 


Theſe were th Hymerians, a ſavage race, 


With other tribes from the Nebrodian hills, 


And from the heights of Agragas, where reigns 
Eternal winter, where was never felt 380 


1 lie 
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The (aft ning breeze of ſpring. They who delpis d 
Mex 10K'S prediction. ſoſt their flaves and locks. — 
: Ihen | ct the King to Mv OR, 1 no more 


Con lider von as ; Gree ks, as enemies, 


But as our fanhful fi bende. as ſent by Heaven 583 


To ſax us. Haſte, prepare to len: L your aid; 
1 he re is no room to doubt but vou excel 


* valour as in wiſdom. 


At the wo id, 


| With fire, like 'ightning, flaſhing from his cves, 390 


Tillin. with dread amaze the lromett tarts, 
MrExtor fits on his helmet. takes a ſ word, 
A gliu' ting ſpear, and ſhield; draws up the troops, 


Aud marching at their head. in due array 


Advances tow'rds the foc. Then, flow wich age, 393 


Though ſull of courage, with unequal ſteps 
Narsres follow d; I kept nearer him; 
zut what could maich the proweſs of his arm? 


His breaſt- plate, like Miskava s ſlneid, was hung 


With terror, deſolation, and diſmay ;— 600 


Death w arch d lus [Word, and mark d his u av y with blood. 


So lies a lion on the tender flock ; 


By In unger ſigng he roars, te rends the prey, 


Abd 
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And dics with blood the plain: in dire diſmay 


The ſhepherds fly, and leave the he'plels Hock. 605 


Acxsris troops thus animated, tous d 


By Mexrox's voice and valour, now diſplay 4 


Such courage as they never ſel beſore. 


Th invaders, who at firſt had been in — 


| To come e upon the city by ſurpriſe, „ 


ere now themſelves ſurpris d, and put to rout. 


With my own ſpear 1 level'd to the ground 


The fon of the Barbarian King, in vears 


My equal, but in ſtature and in ſirengrh 


By far ſuperior, of gigantic race, 615 
Deſcended from the Cyclops. He A d. 
Scorn d ſuch a ſoe, a ſtripling like myſelf 5 
Ent undiſinay d at his prodigious ſtrength, 
Or at his ſavage, fierce, and brutal air, 


I rais d my ſpear, and ſtruck him to the heart: 620 


He fell —and Vomiting a fiream of gore, 


Expir d. He ſtrove to cruſh me in his fall; 
His echoing armour made the mountains ring. 


I ftript him of his ſpoils, and then returu'd 


ro 


2 


To ſeek AcxsrFs.— Ilie Barbarian troops : 


Were put to total rout, and were purſued, 
Wich dreadful flaugluer, to tlie foteſt-wilds. 


Fom 
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From deep deſpair reviving into joy, 
Al ry iflunent at this unlook'd for turn, 
All now confidet d Mexror as inſpir d. 

A; a diltiuguiitt favourite of Heaven. 
Ats1ts BING with viatitnde, obſer cd, 
That, if Exr.a5, with the Frotin fleet. 
Should chance return to the Sicihan coal, | 

H- could not ai ver for our ſafety there: 

He gave immediate orders to fit out 

A [hi> to take us home to Ithaca: 

And having loaded us with coltly gifts, 

He urg d us to embark without delay. 


To ſhun th' impending evils he ſoreſaw. 


The King not choolking, in theſe dang rous times, 


To trull bis people on the coalls of Grecce. 
Some merchants of Phcnicia were employ” d, 
Who, as they were in trade wich all the workl, 
And had no foreign enen to four, 

Were to have brouglu us to our native ſliore, 
And then return to Sicile. But Heaven, 
"Ut laughs at the deli ns of moral metr, 


For us, alas! kid otlier ilis in ltere. 


The Eud of tre fart e 
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The AR GUNMEN I. 


Telemachus relates . hewas take: 1 in the Pheniciann «jel 
by the fleet of Seſoftriv, and cart ied captive into Egypt. 
He deſcribes die beauty of that comitry, and the wiſdom 
of it's government. Ile adds, that Mentor was ſent 
as a flave into Fthiopra; that he himſelf was con- 
eyed to the deſert of Oaſis, where he was obliged to 
rake the care of a flock; that in this ſituation he was 
comforted by Termoſirts, a prieſt of Apollo, who cx 

horted him to follow the example of Apollo who once 
| hept the flocks of Ring Admetus : that the wonderful 
improvements brought about by his means amon g the 
Sheplerds of the deſert, at laſt reached the ears of Se- 
ſoſtris, who being convinced of his innocence recalled 
him from his captivity, and engaged to ſend him back 
to Ihaca; but that the death of this Ring plunged him 
anto new miſortunes; that he was confined in a lower 
fſutuated on the ſea- ſhore, from which he ſaw the new 
Aug Bocchor ts flain in d battle againſl his revolted 


Jubjects. who had called in the J. ans {0 thetr 40010 
lane. a 
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| T PHE Tyrians by their inſolence and pride 


lad given offence to the Egyptian King 


SrsosrRIS, who by his puiſſant arms 


So many mighty Kingdoms had ſubdued. 


The opulence of their commercial ſtate, 


why 


Their city Tyre impregnably ſecur d 


By nature and by art, had ſwell'd the pride 


Of this ambitious people, who refus'd 
To pay the tribute by that King impos d, 


When he return'd triumphantly in arms 10 


From foreign conqueſts; and had countenanc'd 


His brother's baſe deſign againſt his kife; 
F 2 Who 
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3 
Io, in the midi of a triumphal ſcaſt. 
And grand rejoicings on the king's return, 


Had made a dire attempt to ſlain the leaſt 15 
Wich maſſacre and blood. 


| Being now reſole 4 
| To kak their intolerable pride, 
The King ſent ſquadrons out to ſcour the Seas, 


To intercept their ſhips, and ſpoil cheir trade. 20 


The hills of Sicily had juſt begun 

To diſappear; and now the diſtant coaſt 
Receding ſcem d 0 mingle with tlie clouds, 

When we fell in with an Egyptian fleet, 
Which, like a city floating on the waves, 23 

Scem'd making towards us. Our mariners, 

Obſerving this, would ſain have bent their courſe 
Another way; but it was now too late; 

Th Egyptian ſliips were {witter far than ours, 
And right before the wind: di Egyptians bow d, 30 | 
They ſeize their prise, and inftunily fer ſail, 
: Wir u us their captives, for th' Egyptian coaſt, 

In vain 1 urg d to chele unſeeling men, 

That We were not Plienicians; they ſcarce deign d 

To lend an car; but taking us for flaves, 35 


(This 
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{FI his being a branch of the Phenician ade} 

All their concern was, how much they might gain 
1 * ſuch a Prize: At length WC could perce eive 

e lea. wave white with fo.un, where it receives 

An le mingling r waters of the ſer en- mouth d Nite; 40 
And almoll level with the lea appear'd 

The coalt of Egypt: chen we loon aniv'd 8 

At tit Ille of Pharos, near te city No; 


Aim theme we coulted up the Nile T0) Memphis. 


Tf any charm of pleaſure could have movd 45 


Our hearts | in lorrow funk, and deep regret 


For freedom loſt; how might thoſe ſcenes have charm d, 


That now ſurrounded us !—the ſertile plains 

Of Egypt water d by a thouſand ſtreams, 

A g.den of delights! on either hand 50 
Fair, ſtaely cities riſing to the view, 

Dclizhtful villa s, cultivated fields 


41. As a' "ni" 75 [/ oy. 2. N «FF, e. Dre a Gt 4 Egs; . oy 7 9 6 c 75 7 
la mer”, ſays the French. Dr. Hawkeſworth tranſlates it, « And the coalt of 


Egypt appear'd in the horizon like a cloud”. Now though I am f-niible, 


that a mere 1. teral tranſlation can ſeldom do juſtice to any paſſage, vet 1 


think the 7.2 of the Author, aud cipecially ever, die, curcumin, 


o:ight to be ini preſerved. Bat to ſur, that the coaſt ahHeareld i . 
horizon life a. tele is no more deſeriptivr of tlie Ex vgei % coat than ot ans 
other coalt ſo 'n at a diſtance : wheres Telemachus intimates, that the, 


were near enongh to diſcover, that the n was {fr aud #.'', to as ta be 2 


Thar 
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Bleſt with the ſweets of plenty and of peace, 
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That wave with golden crops, year after year, 
With inexhauſtible fertility ! 


Meadows with flocks and herds diverſified, 635 
Huſbaudmen bending under loads of fruit, 
That bounteons Nature from her copious horn 


In rich abundance pour d and all around 


Shepherds that taught each echo to repeat 


The liquid melo dy of their vocal reeds ! GO. - 


Happy that prince ſaid Mrxrox, whoſe delight 


Is in his people's happineſs and love! 
Whoſe laws breathe wiſdom and benevolence! 
Still, as his people taſte the fruits of peace, 
They feel their happineſs deriv'd from him. 6; 
If ever it ſhould pleaſe th immortal Powers 

'To place you on your royal father's throne, 
"Tis thus, TELEMACHUS, you ought to reign, 


Be this your wiſdom; Gain your people's love; 


And love them as a father loves his children. 70 


'Then ſhall they ſay, with gratitude and joy, 
"Tis thus the King delights to make us happy !— 


Thoſe Kings, whoſe only aim is to be ſear d, 
T o force their people to ſubmit. like flaves, 


— 7 
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To bale oppreſſion, arbitrary power, 
5 Are juſtly ſtyld the ſcourges of mankind. 
They're fear d. tis true, and ſo far gain their ends: 


But d ark diſtruſi. rev enge, and deadly hate, 
Still rankling in their people” 8 breaſts, ſuch Kings 8 


Have from an injur d people more to fear, 


Len than their people have to ſear from them. 


Alas! what boots it, ſorrowing I replied, 
To think of rules and maxims how to reign? 
For Ithaca's no more! to me no more! 0 
1 never more ſhall ſee my native Ille, 
I ſhall behold Prxklork no more! 
Nor, if Urrsses ſhould at laſt return 
In triumph to his kingdom, ſhall he there 
\ith joy behold his ſon; nor I his fon, 90 
Wich joy obeving him, be taught to reign! 
Death only can releaſe us! Let us dic! 
My deareſt Mexros, let us die! For fe, 


_ Heaven diſregards, Heaven pities us no more! 


Theſe words in broken accents half. -pronounc 4. gs 1 
My boſom head * wich ſighs of deep deſpair. 


| Mex10x tho' ever on his zuard, the" apt 
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How would he fink vv uh ſhame, and * ich conccin, 115 


Through Egypt's fruitſul and exteniive Lain, 
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To take alarm at ev iy diſtant i 1 1, 


Y ct knew no fear the moment it arri d. 


1s this e 3 this, ſaul he, 100 


A conduct worthy of Ur: SSES fon, 


The wiſe Urs ssrs? Shall misfortune 5 fi own 

Subdue your heaft, and ſink i it in deſpair ? 
Now mark me; know. that you {hall be reſtor d 
To Ithaca, and to Pexttovs; 105 
Nay, be aſſur d. that you ſhall one day ſee 


In his prime glory, him you never knew, 


Th' invincible Urrssts, e 
By his misfortuues, greater far chan ns 5 
Who thus inſtructs you never to deſpair, 110 


Oh! if he knew, on that far- diſtant ſhore, 


Where terapeſt-roſt the hero is detaind, - 
That you, his ſon, were ſucha ſlave to fcur, 


So loſt to manhood, and to fortitude; 


#. 


And feel a ruder ſhock than ecr be felt 


From all the evils he has yet endur'\? 


MexTor then led me to obicrye the j ν 


And che abundance every where diffus 


1 i, "= 
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With more than twenty thouſand cities crown d. 
With never ceaſing praiſe he ſtill admir d. 
The polity and juſtice there maintain d. 
Where riches could not ſhelter the un juſt, 
And where the Poor and fatherleſs had right. 125 


T he children were from ivfancy i inurd 


To labour, induſtry, ſobriety, 
And due ſubmiſſion to ſuperior fray 4 


| Were taught to reverence th immortal Geds, 3 
And ſtr ielly to obſerve religious rites; . 5 130 


Inſpir d with warm ambition to excel, 


| Fach in his ſphere, in learning, or in arts; 
| Inſpir'd with love of truth, unſhaken faith, 
| Juſtice unforc'd, and free benevolence. 
Ile thought he never could enough admire 145 
The beauty, order, and propriety, 8 
T hat rcign'd throughout. Happy, be full exclaim' d, 
Happy the ſubjects of ſo wiſe a King! 
Vet happier ſtill he King who thus conſults 
The peace and welfare of ſuch multitudes, 140 
: And i is himſelf with conſcious virtue bleſt! | 


1 | His empire is ſecurd by ſtronger ties 
Than thoſe of ſear,—the ties of love; his laws = 
Are. willingly, and with delight obey'd; . 

- pe 
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His throne is high-erected in the hearts 143 


Of all his people, who adore their Ning. 
So far from wiſhing to be rid of him, 5 
They fear to loſe Jum; nay, there's not a man 


Who would not t lactifice lis lie e lor lun. 


Thus as my wiſe and Cairhful friend diſcoursd, 1 50 
My fears gave way, my drooping heart reviv'd. 
When we ati d at Memphis, we were brought 
Belore- the Govemor, who gave command 

To carry us v itiout del ay o Thebes, 


To be preſented there 0 the King, 1 


* 
A 


Who chole to examine evry thing himſell. 
And whole releutment now was highly 'inflaw'd 
| Againſt the Tyrians. We again embark d, 
And were conducted up the Nile to I hches, 
That famous city with an hundied gates; 160 
'T'was here the great StEs0sr&1s kept his Court. 
This city ſeem d to be of vaſt extent, 
Aud far more populous than thoſe in Greece 


Of greateſl note. The ſtreets. were neat and cleau, 


From ev'ry nuiſance and incumbrance free; 165 


3 
The baths, the conduits, and the reſervoirs, 


For public uſe, were kept in due repair. 


The arts here flouriſhrd in cheir proper loil, 


The 
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The boſom of lecurüy md peace. 


he Squares of this vaſt city were adorn'd 270 
"W ih fountains, or with itately obeliſks; 


The Temp! es built w ich marble, in a flyle 


Of mingled grandeur and lunplicity. - 
1 be royal E alace i in 1 ſelf alone 
seem d like a tow? ring city: here were len 173 


Pillars of ble; pyra mids, obclilks, 


r 5 W 5 5ḿ —2 


Statues of coloſsean magnitude, 
Manniticent and coſtly furniture 


1 maſſive lilver, and of malſive gold. 


S£$0$181S was informed, that we were taken 180 


In a Phenician veſſel. Ev'ry day, 


At certain ſtated hours, he ſat to hear - | 
Complaints, petitions, or intelligence, 0 
From any of his ſubje ds; all were heard, Z A 1 1 
Not ev'n the meaneſt {lighted ; for he thought 183 | { 
His people s welſare and tranquillity 1 
The only end for which a King ſhould reign. _ 


All ſtrangers were with courtely receiv d 2 | 
By this wiſe Monarch, who ſtill hop d to gain | j 
1 Some uleful knowledge by converſing with them 1 90 


| Of their reſpective cuſtoms, manners, laws, 


In conſequence of thus prevailing turn, 


G2 | This 
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This general thirſt of knowledge in the King, 
It was, that we were now preſented to him. 
He ſat upon a throne of ivory, Es 
And held a golden ſceptre in his hand: 


He now appear d ſamewhat advanc'd in years. 


But of a pleaſing and majeſtic mien. 
He'.employ'd the day in ſettling State-affairs, 
And doing juſtice betwixt man and man. 
His patience and his wiſdom far above 
The reach of flatt ry, were by all admir'd. 
| After the various buſineſs and fatigue 
Of the paſt day, he ſpent his evening hours 
In heating the diſcourſe of learned men, 
Or in converſing with the moſt polite 
Amongſt his Courtiers, ſuch as he thought fit 
To' admit to more familiar intercourſe, 3 
And well knew how to choofe. His character, 
Pve been inform'd, was free from ev ry fault 


But that of treating with too great diſdain 
And haughtineſs, the Kings he took in war; 
And placing too implicit confidence 

In one, whom I ſhall preſently deſcribe. 7 5 


The King was touch'd with pity at my youth; 


He aſk d my name and country: we were ſtruck 


200 


205 


210 


215 


WII: 


—— —— — — — a . 


In ſuch a father, and in ſuch a King! 


| But to proceed on ſurer grounds, the King 
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With admiration at his eloquence, 


Humanity, and wiſdom. I replicd; 


Great King, no doubt, you have alre; ady kw. 


By m-1ny, of the ten years' ſiege of Troy, 220 
And how much blood the conqueſt coſt to Greece. 
Urrssts King of Ichaca, my father, 


W. us one of thoſe confederate Kings of Greece, 


By whom that city was at length deſtroy d. 


Now wand'ring o'er the deep, the ſport of winds, 225 


He fſccks, but ſeeksin vain, his native realms. 


In queſt of hiin through various fates I roam; 
: And a misfortune ſimilar to his, 


Has now reduc d me to captivity. 


O king, reſtore me to my native land! 230 
Reſtore me to my father and my a | 


So may the Gods preſerve you to your children, 


And make them know and feel their happineſs 


Sksosris flill beheld me with an air 
Of tenderneſs, yet mingled with referve ; 
Scem'd willing to believe our ſtory true; 


Gave us in charge to an Officer of State, 


Wir was commiilion'd ſtrictly to inquire 


. . —„ — - 
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Oſ thoſe who took us, if we were, in fact, 

Greeks, or Phenicians. If they prove to be 
Phenicians, ſaid the King, they then delerve 

| Doubly to ſuffer ; firft, as enemits, 

And fill more for the infamous attempt 


7 To blind us by a falſe and gro undleſs tale. 
On th'' other hand, if they arc really Grecks, 


My pleaſure i is, that they ſhould be rcceiy 4 
With hoſpitality, and due reſped, 


And that a veſſel ſhould without delay 

Be fitted out, to take them home to Greece. 

I love the Greeks; and many of their laws. 
Have been deriv'd from Egypt: I well know 
TH' exploits of Hercuies; the high renown 


Of Prius ſon has alſo reach'd our ears; 


And I admire the wiſdom of the great, 


Th' unfortunate ULyssrs. To rdlieve 


Virtue diſtreſo d is my delight and penile. 


The Officer commiſſion” d by the King 


10 ſearch into the truth of our report, 
Vas as corrupt and craſty, as the King 
Was open and ſincere. This Officer. 


: Whoſe name was Merornis, us d all * art 


By intricate inquiries to confound 
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245 


And 
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Aud puzzle us: but as he ſoon perceiv d. 263 
That \Itxror was above his artifice, Sn Oy 
: And anſi er d w ich more caution than my vielf, 

He flantly beheld him with diſguſt 

Aw apprehenſion; for tis ſtill obſery d 

I hat bad men ever hold anipathy | "270 
Ar.unft the good and virtuous, He reſolv 4 5 
To ſep rate us; and for a long, long time 

The fare of MexToR was to me e 


Ihis ciucl flroke o erwhelimd me with deſpair. 


The artful MEroruis was now in hopes, 2275 
Queſtions apart, that we ſhould diſagree 
Aud claſh in our accounts; at leaſt, he thought, 
That I by promiſes might be induc'd 
To own what MexToa had perhaps conceal'd. 
The truth indeed was not his end or aim, 280 
But to find out ſome plauſible pretence 
10 make the King believe our ſtory lalle, 
And that we were Phenicians; with the view 
Of making us his flaves. Ihus, iu ellect, 
For all our innocenice, ts wretch found means 283 
To' clude the penetration of the King. 


Alas! to What uie Kings expos d! Huw oft 


Are 
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| To find out their retreats? On th' other hand, 29 
Bad men are till inſinuating, bold, 
Full of diſſimulation and deceit, 

Eager to pleaſe, prepar'd to ſacrifice 
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Are evn the wiſeſt and the beſt deceiv'd! 

The avenues of courts for ever ſwarm 

With ſelfiſh and deſigning fy cophants; 20 
The good, the virtuous, in diſguſt retire; 

. Such, neither forward to obtrude theraſely es. 


Nor apt to ſlatter where they can't approve, 


Come not unſought; and who'll diret a King 


Truth, honour, conſcience, to the baſeſt VIews, 


And ready to adore the ſhrine of power. 300 
Such is the fate of Princes, ſtill expos d 


To be che dupes of artifice and fraud! 


If they are pleas d wich flatt ry, and reject 

Thoſe who with honeſt boldneſs ſpeak the truth; 
They're ruin d. they're undone !--Such were the thoughts 
That no occur d to me in my diſtreſs: | 303 
And all chat Mentor formerly had ſaid, 


Wich double force now ruſh'd into my mind. 


While ! was muſing thus, an order came 
From MsTornis, that I ſhould bz convey'd 310 
Straiglu to the deſert of Oifis; there : 
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wich other hs to feed his num'rous flocks 
Along the delert-hills. 


Caxvrso here 


Thought lit to interrupt TELIEMACHů u: 315 


Tell me, ſaid ſhe, how did you manage then, 
| You who in Sicily thought death itſelf 


1o be preferr d to ſlav ry? 


He replied; 

Such was my fate, no choice was leſt me now, 320 
Not ev'n the miſerable choice to die: 

I was compell d to drink the very dregs 

Of ſour misſortune's cup. Loſt in deſpair, 


| I had not pow r to make the leaſt attempt, 


Or ſpeak a ſingle word, to' avert my doom. 323 


M-+x1os has fince inform'd me, he was fold 
To Ethiopian Merchants, and convey'd 
_ To Ethiopia. 


TI was we at length 


Te 0 2 a dreary dc ſert, where the plains are n 3 30 c 


Wich burning ſands, and on the mountain-tops 
Coverd with ſnow, perpetual winter reigns. 
No herbage here is ſeen but where the flocks 


H | Crop 
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Crop ſcanty food amid the craggy clills. 


ww 6 


Between the loſty mountains ſicepy dcs 3 
The valleys are ſo deep, tht tie ſun” 7 aſs — 
Can ſcarce reach half-way down. Thele dreary tracts 
Were onlv here and there inhabited 
By a few Shepherds, all as wild and rude. 

As theſe uncultivated tracts themſelves. | 340 ; 
1 ſpent the night in tears, and all the dav 
In lollowing up and down my wand ring flock, 

1o' avoid the perſecution of a ſlave 

Nam'd Buris, ſet to ovalook the reſt. 

This ſlave Was ever on the watch to find 345 
Cauſe of complaint againſt the other llaves, 5 
wich an afteed diligence and zeal 

| For the int'reſt of his maſter; but, in truth, 
Hoping to gain his freedom for Jus pains. 

This circumſtance completed my diſtreſs. 330 
One day, oerwhelm d with grief, I leſt my flock, 

And laid me down at th eutrance of a cave, 
Wiſhing for death as dr end of all my woes. 

At once the mountain trembled under me, 

The Oaks, the Pine trees on the mountain- top. 333 
| Way d to and ſi o, as they 0 ould quit cheir place; 


Deep lilence ſtill” d the air; a hollow voice, 
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E orb iſſuing from the cave, pronounc'd theſe words. 
+ Son of the wife Ur.vss:s, to be great, 


Trou mull, like him, endure the will of Heave en 300 


With patience. Princes who ave ever liv'd 


In the fair ſun-ſhine of proſperity, 


- 'f 
Fic rvated by luxury and caſe, } 
1% apt to {well with vanity and pride, , 

DES y 

Ru * deſerve the honours they enjoy. 3065 0 


Thy preſent ſufferings, if well improv'd, 
And deeply graven on thy memory, 


Will one day prove the ſource of happineſs. | 


bs | hou {hall return to Ithaca; nay, more, 

Thy glory ſhall reſound throughout the world. 370 
When thout exalted to ſupreme command, 
And other men are ſubject to thy ſway, 


Then recalled. that thou thyſelf waſt once 


Afflicted, poor, and deſtitute, like 3 4 

Relieve their preſſures. pour into their wounds 375 
The healing balm of comfort, and of love; 

Be this thy glory, thy ſupreme delight. 

But ſhun the poiſon'd bait of flattery, 
And be aſſur d, that, if thou wouldſt be creat, 


Thou muſt reſolve to exerciſe thy power 380 


A By Wich 
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With moderation, valiantly reſolve 
To keep thy paſſions under ſtrict controle.” 


Theſe words oracular, this voice divine 
Sunk to the bottom of my ſoul; I ſet 

New j Joy and courage ſpring w hin my breaſt; 3 
But nothing of that horror and amaze 
That chills the blood, and makes the ſtarting hair 


To ſtand on end, whene er the Gods vouchſafe 


To impart their high beheſts to mortal ears. 
Calm and ſerene I roſe from where I lay, 
And on my knees with lifted hands adord 
Mixterva, as by whom, I did not doubt, 
This gracious Oracle had been vouchſaf d. 
Rais d to new life, I felt my mind enlarg'd, 
Enlighten d, and an over xuling power 
That held th' impetuous paſhons of my youth 
Under it's ſoſt controle. Iwon the hearts 
Of all the Shepherds: my aſſiduous care, 
Patience, and gentleneſs, at length appeas d 
The cruel Boris, tho' diſpos d at firſt 


To teaze and perſecute me, 


To beguile 


he tedious hours, and to ſupport my mind, 


WW 
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Th:t TV | 4. . 172. tO does i 111 ſoit: ule, 


And pin, fir want of intel! Cal food, 
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If: for books. How happy they, lid 38 
Wi, fr from rel. hing mmaknous j Joys, 
Ar sd with innocent tranquillity; E 


OW dicliglit 15 to cen thelr minds 


Aud 
Vi uſeful know dg c! They, wh-rcver tarown 419 


Neeb, of fortune, Kill polſeſd 


and of entertainment in themſeives: 

1.cy who in reading can employ their time, 

Are free from that diſguſt and laſſuude, 
Witch, like a dead weight, hangs on other minds, 413 
Ev'n in the midſt of plcaſure. Happy they 
Who love to read, and have it in their power! 

Ny mind thus occupied, I plungd one day 


Into a ſhady foreſt; M all at once 


I could perceive approaching towards me — 


An old man ho! ding in his hand a book. 
Hes Gans ſomewhat mark d by ch hand of time, 
Was large and open; his White beard hung down 


Evn to his girdle; he was tall of Nature, 


And of majeſtic mien; the bloom of youth I 1233 


Was {till unfuded in his cheek ; his eye 


Was quick and piercing; his voice mild and lweet; 
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The book he held contain'd ſome choſen hymns 435 
In honour of the Gods. With friendly air 


He ſoon accoſted me, and we engag d 


And read che ſecret purpoſes of men. 14 5 
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His language ſimple, plam, and elegant: 


I never ſaw old age ſo venerable. 
Deep in the boſom of a ſhady wood e 
A Temple ſtood of great inagniſicence, . 
Bas d in this foreſt by Egyptian Kings 
In honour of AroLto; here th old man, 


Whole name was Trnuosin!s, ſerv d as prieſt. 


In converſation. He deſcrib d che paſt 
| With ſo much ſpirit, energy, and life, 


That ev ry ſcene ſcem d preſent to my eyes; 440 


And yet with ſuch perſpicuous brevity, 


My mind was never wearied with his tale. 


His penetration was ſo quick, ſo deep, 


That he could look into futurity, 


1243 


Wirh all this depth of knowledge he was fill 
Cheerful, engaging; nor had youth itſelf 


Such eracefulneſs 4 caſe as he poſſeſs'd 


In his old age. And 'twas his dear delight * 
2 To' inſtruct the minds of youth, when they appear'd 330 


Docile, diſcreet, and virtuoully- inclin d. 


In 
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In a ſhort time the good old man conceiv'd 
A tender friendſhip for me, gave me books 
Jo amuſe and comlort me, call'd me his ſon. 

Ay father, ofien would 1 ſay to him, 33 
At length the Gods have taken pity on me, 
And i in your friendſhip have ſupplied to me 

The loſs of MexToR. This man was, no doubt 


As Onenirs. or as Lixvs, Heaven- inſpir d. 


Some verſes of his own he would recite, - 260 


And often furniſh me with ſome compos'd 
By other fav rites of the heavenly Muſe. 
When, in his long and lnow-white robe attit'd, 
He took and play'd upon his ivo'ry lyre, 
Ihe lions, tigers, bears, would flock around, 46; 
And fawning lick his feet. The Satyrs charm'd, 
Forth from their ſhady coverts came in troops, 
And dancd around him. Nav, the trees chemlele es 
Scem d to be mov d; and the impending rocks, 
That crown 'd the ſummit of the neighb ring hills, 470 
Scem'd eager to deſcend upon the plain, 
| Attracted by the magic of his long. | 
lis theme was ſtill— che greatneſs of the Gods, 
The lonitude of heroes, or the praiſe 
O! thoſe men who. by heav -enly wiſdom led, 475 
Pre fer 
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Should by his thunder-ſtorms ſo of: deferm 4% 
The faireſt days, reſolv d to be reveng 'd 
On thoſe who ſorg d the thunder. Preſenily 
The Cyclops felt his keen and fatal ſhafts. = 


At once Mount Etna ceas d LO vomit fo: ty 
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| Prefer true glory to the ſhadowy glare 


Ol fleeting pleaſure. | 


He W ould oken tell me, 


I muſt not be dihearten' d; for that Heaven 1 
Would ne er ſorſake Urrssrs, or his „ 455 
At length he exhorted me to imitate 
Axor, and to teach the Shepherd-ſwains 


- To c ultivate the favour of the Muſe. 


Aror ro much diſpleas d, ſaid he, that Jovx 


The ſpiry-whirling lame; the dreadful ſtrokes 490 
Of iron hammers now no more were heard. 
That thund ring on the am- il, ſhook the carth, 


And made the caverns of the deep reſound. 


No longer poliſh'd by the Cyclops' art, 


The iron and the braſs began to ruſt, 495 


Then Vuicax from his ſorge burſts furious forth, 


And bolbling hurries tow ds the Court of} Jove: 


Coverd with ſweat aud duſt he ſoon arrix es 


Among 
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Among the Gods, and bitterly complains 

Of ti injury receiv d. Jove highly" incens'd 300 
gainſt Arorto, baniſh'd him from Fleaven, 

And threiv him head-long from his tation chere, 
Down to the earth. His empty Car ſeif-mov'd, 


Perlo: md it's uſual courſe, and gave to men 


The ſame viciſſitude of day and night, 303 


The fame returning ſcaſons as before. 

Stript of his beams, AroLLo was reduc'd 
To lead a ſhepherd's life, and keep the flocks 
= Of King Av vETLs. Often on the prink 


Of a clear fountain, under ſhady elms, 310 


Reclining he would play upon his pipe, 

Aud all the ether Shepherds, who till then 

Had led a f..vage, and a brutal life, 

Would come and liften to his melody. 

Before that time, to tend and milk their ſheep, - 313 
10 ſhear th: fleece, and turn their milk to curds, 

w as all they knew; while all the country round 


as like a dreary wilderneſs, 


In time 


Aol te taugh. the ſhepherds all che arts 520 


That poliſh or improve the rural life. 


He ſung the beauties of the vernal year, 
| I | It's 


 - — — — — 
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It's lively vercure, and it's hogrant Howers; 

The ſunnmer-evenings fol aun cooling brieze, 
len falling dews refreſl the tit carth; 345 
He ſung the golden fruits that Anim pours, 

To crown the Jabours of the huſband man. 

He then def rib te plenty and repoſe 

Of winter, with the ſypou's and ſrolic d. ce 

Of cheerfui vouth around the wiater-tize. 590 
He painted in his ſong 2 che hanging woods, 
Whoſe ſolemn gloom vo er{preads the lofty hills: ; 
And the dr: epvallevs where a thoulund ſtreams 


Meand'ting wanton dough the liniling meads. 


Thus in his pleaſing and inſtructive fong 333 
He taugit the liſt ning Shepherds what d-lights 
The calm retreat of rural life attords 

Lo thoſe who rehſh nature's ſimple charms. 

In a ſhort tine the Shepherds with their pipes 

Were happicr far than Kings; pleaſures uinnixt, 340 , 
That fly the pomp of gilded Palaces, 

Came flocking to the Shepherds humble cots ; 
And ev'ry day was crown'd with feſtive j Joy. 
herd er che artleſs Shepherdeſles fray d, 
Still in their train the Graces, Smules, and Loves, 5 15 


2 
Were ſeen to w anton. Notliing now was heard 


But 


Foo II. Of TELEMACHUS 53 


But the ſwect melody of warbling birds, 
St breathing Zephyrs ſporting in che trees, 
Ihe plealing murmurs of ſome headlong ſlieam, 


Or elle! the Shepherds of Aro. LUS train, Ol 


= 


0 hanting che ſongs the Mules had inſpir 1 

He ranght the Shepherds how to win che prize 
Of victry in the race, and w ch the ſlualt 

To pierce the flying deer. The Gorls at length 
Becoming jealous of thcir happinels, 


Recall'd AroLLo to his place in Heaven, 


This little hiſtory, my ſon, ſhould ſerve 
For your inſtruction, who are circumſtancd 


As once Aro was. Be it your praiſe, 


To diſeinbroil this rude and trackleſs waſte, 360 


And. like him, make the harren wilderneſs 
A fruitful field; make all the Shepherds feel 
The enchanting pow'r of heaven-born harmony; 


Smooth, ſoſten, humanize their ſavage breaſts, 


Then ſhew them Virtue in her native ſhape, 565 


How fair, how lovely; ſet W their eres 
The cuiltleſs j Joys, the undiſturbd repoſe 
(Of ſunple Shepherds. Ah! my ſon, one day i 
Ihe weight, and cares, and pomp of Royalty 


Enron — 
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Will make you recollect with deep regret 570 
The tranquil * of the paſloral life. 


On fayi ing this, the venerable Pi iſt 


5 Gave me a pipe ſo raviſhingly fivect, | 
That all the Shepherds from the nei; hb ang 3 bills, 


Attracled by its melody, i in crowds 573 


Came gath'ring round me. Energy divine 


Accompanicd my voice; I ſeem'd to feel 


A tranſport of deſire to cclcbrate 


The charms of nature, and a rural life. 


We often lung i in concert all the day, 380 


And thought the day too ſort. The Shepherds charm d. 


Us d to forget their cottages and flocks, 


And hang in mute attention on my lips, 


While I infiructed them. The country round 


Was now no more a dreary wilderneſs, 383 
But ſeem d to ſoften into ſmiles of joy, 


And t to improve with i: 5 inhabitants. | 


We often met, to offer ſacrifice, 


In-that magnificent Temple of Azor 10, 
Where Tzxwosrars miniſterd as Prieſt. 390 


The Shepherds were ou theſe occaſions crown'd 


With 


Boot ll, Of TELEMACHUS, 61 


Wich laurel-wreaths in honour of the God: 
T he Shepherdeſſcs, bearing on their heads 


In baſkets ſacred offeri 12s and eiſts, 


; Cam: dancing hand in hand, adorn'd with ſavers 595 


| Aſter the ſacrifice, on our return, 
We never faild to make a rura! fad: 
Milk, which our flocks ſupplied, with various fruits, 
As dut s, figs, grapes, ſreſh-gatlie: d by outſelves, 
Was all our fare; our ſeat the flow'ry tur: boo 
The tuſted trees afforded us a {ſhade 


More Pleaſing chan a canopy of State. 


A circumſtance, that I ſhal! now relate, 
Serv'd to complete my fame and charaGer. 
One day a lion from the ſoreſt-wilds, 603 
By hunger preſs d, ruſiid in upon my flock: E 

He had already {c:z'd his trembling prey : 
With nething but my ſheep-hook in my hand, 
I haſten d towards him: at my approach, 
With mane erect, and eyes as red as fire, 610 
The lion grinds his teeth, puts foith his claws, . 
Opens his horrid j jaws inflam'd and ow. d, 
Arid laſhes w ich his tail his ſhaggy lules 


At 


{ 
i 
| 
| 


62 Tic ADVENTURES Book Il. 


Atonce I ſeiz'd, and threw him to the ground. 


A little coat of mail, that I had on, 615 


(Such as th Egyptian Shepherds uſe to went.) 


Serv d to ſecure me from his claws: three tunes 


I threw him down, three times he role again 


With ſuch a roar as made the foreſts ring. 


At length I ſmotherd him between my arms. 620 
The Shepherds, who were prefen: on the ſpot, 


Who ſaw the combat, and the vict'ry won, 


Would make me wear the griſly monſter's {kin. 


Ihe fame of this achievement, of the change, 


And of the wonderful improvement wrought 623 


Among the Shepherds, quickly ſpread itſelf 


All over Egypt; preſently it reach'd 
The ears of King SrsosTr1s, who was told, 
That one of thoſe two captives who were taken 


In a Phenician veſſel, had reſtor d 63 5 


Ihe golden age amidſt tlie deſert-wilds. 


This generous Monarch, who was always pleas'd 


Wich ev ry thing that tended to improve 


And to facilitate the arts of life, 3 

And lov'd the Muſes, had a ſtrong deſire 695 

To ſee this captive; I was brought before him: 
He 
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He liſten'd to my ſtory with delight; 
He ſaw how grolsly he had been deceiv d 


Py th' avaticious, artin} MI rOPHIS ; . 


Whoſe wealth. by treachery and fad 4. 645 


\Was all confiſcated ; and he was doom'd 


10 impuiſorum, nt for life. — Chen laid the King, 


Wait a miSforiune is it to be rais d 

Above tio relt of men! Kings ſeldom 1. 

With their own eyes, and ſeldom hear the truth: 645 
bey are Jurromided by a ſet of men, 

Whole liudy, and whoſe intcrelt it is, 

10 hovd-wink, and to keep chem in che dark ; - 


Who. with a ſhew of zcal to lerve their King, 


4 but their own ambition: who pretend = 630 
10 love their Maſter, when they only love 

The riches and che honours he confers. 

Such is the | love they bear him, ſuch their zeal, 

That. to ſecure his favour, they deceive, 

They Hatter, and betray lim. 638 


Aſter this. 
Sr. 0STRI3 treated me Wi bl al tie marks 
(Of the malt tender ſriendtiiip and regard, 


Refoir'd to li. 5d nie home 10 I:! haca, 


Aud lurnilled ine illi veilie e, and with troops, 660 


To 


—  £. £aqy —_— I 


* — . 
” . 
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In order to procure, if poſſible, 67 
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I0o reſcue the diſtreſs d PExtLore 


From all her ſuitors. All was now prepar' d, 


And nothing elſe remain d but to embark. 

T could not help revolving in my mind 

The various turns of Forune, all at once 66; 
Exalting thoſe whom ſhe has moſt depreſs d. 


From this experience I was led to hope, 


That ſure ULyssrs might at length return, 

Tho' late, and after various ſufferings, 

In triumph to his Kingdom: and I thought (7525 
Some happy turn might yet reſtore to me 
My loſt friend Mr xrog, cho perhaps convey'd 

To regions far remote, and little known. 


As I delay d embarking ſor a while, 


Gr 


Some tidings of him,—in this interval 


 Ses0sTR1S, who was far advanc'd in years, 


Died ſuddenly. Thus all my hopes and fchemes 
Vere craſs at once; and I was overwhelin'd _ 
With freſh misforwnes.—Egypt felt the ſlroke 680 
Through all her Provinces; each family 
Seem'd to lament as for their deareſt ſr:end, 


Their faber. and proteftor, T Th old men cried. 


In ſorrow liſting up their hands to Heaven, 


Never Was Ervizt leſsd with fach a King, 68; 


Nor 
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Nor ever will ſhe foe his like «CL, 

O Ie 1 luch Kings |! ould either not be ſhown 
mortal men, or. never talen from the m! 

Alt why auld w. outlixe the great Si59S1819 of 
11 he vun men plete 4 wit FE ect. | no x, ciied 090 : 
5 is the great ſupport of Eg: pt Lale n! 

And (afl, how happy ee our lar licrs been, 

Wo ve pate clieir lives under lo 800d a King! 

For us, we ve fecn him but to {eel his loſs. 

Lis late domeſtics wept inceſſamly. 693 
When the King's faneral was ſolemniz d, 

Tor ftoity Guys, the people Came in crow ds 

From TY part of Egypt; ev ry one 

Iver to take one laſt and mournſul vicw 

Of ticir beloved Matters liſeleſs coiſe; 700 
Haber to * his image on their minds. 

Navy, man , fach was their exceis of grief, 


Wu: 2 d: WW be ſuut up wich! um in the tomb, 


AW! aat Tae his 106. the more regretted, was, 


Tia: his for BOCCHORIS had no de lire, 


2 
8 
_ Cu 


By chuite y, "ad by humanity, 
Jo gain the love of rangers; had no taſte 


For | learning, or 8 arts; had no ellcem 


For men of V.itue and i integrity, | 
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No veneruus "IR IEA 10 ir of fans, 
Hi, Caher's grand - ad contributed 


To mike him lo uno he of tte throne. 


Traing uh in sur“ wi Erüttal pride, 

He Youk d ITAL Ute rell of mon with team, 
As ol {1 Kind 1 amtjertor. to: huncl, 
As ont born to forve hits PUPS, 


1 * rn 5 1 . _ | * 2 1 
Te thought o, nete but to meats him lf, 
" . 1 W 

To 2ratuty at large his own defires, 

To waſte hi riot and extravagance 


The tres ſar: s whit my Naber lad amalsd, 


Aud fiv'd DY lis economy and cue; 
To violate the peace Of Mis, 
3 4 8 N - 8 : | . f! 

To prov upon tir unfurtunate; in mort, 


To flow Linus an: ws T mplic Th * 


The couuſc!s of. the voung And th hugluleſs crew. 


They WF his train, and fed lis v. unty; 
Nie all the old exmerienc'd counſelloꝛs, 
Whg h:d enjoy'd his ſacher's confidence 


4 * 


dere driven hom his preſcuce with com ent, 


5 fo £ 3 bi We | 3 

It was a nanller, not a Ning, that reign d. 

z | . "y . * : 3 | 

* 1 ** [el tlie change 0 al! Earpt groen d: 


* a I * CL 2 
A: ind Srsbsruis' ! nam : 1214 nein, * 
80 dar to ine Exypuans, for a while 


» - 1 : 3 ; 8 
Mud then ſupport wich patience the un zult, 


710 


a q 
— 4 


7 
— 


Crucl, 


Contr d to have me ſentenc'd to this Tower. 750 


Sometimes I caſt my eyes upon the waves 
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Cnc, ovpretiive condu't of his ben, 733 
The hu ruſt d blindly forward to nis ruin: 
Nor can a prince who thus abu d his power.“ 
Continue Long LO feln. 
I now ac (pair d 
Ever to fee ine TKQUVe country more. 5 740 
I languilid in à ſolitary Tower 
On the ſea-ſhore, and near the very place 
where, in a few days, had Stsosrnis liv d, 
We ware to have embark'd for Ithaca, 
The artful Irons, it ſeems: found means 743 


Not only to procure his liberty, 1 
But io inſnuate himiclf at Court: 


And he, to be reveng'd for the diſgrace 


Which 1 had caus'd him in the foriner reign, 


In lorrow of heart I paſo d the days and nights, 


O'crwheln'd with all the bitterneſs of woc. 


Now ali that TERMuOSTAISs had forctold, 


And all that I had heard the voice pronounce [735 


From the cave's mouth, ſeem'd but an enty dream. 


That beat againſt the bottom of the Tower; 


Often with deep attention I obſervd 
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The ſhips that were in danger, through the ſtorm, 
| Of Leing daſii d tO Pieces on the rocks | | 760 


On which che Tow'r was built. The lot of thoſe 


; Who were thus threaten d wich nun diate Wi. . 
5 So far ſrom raiſing mc in my breaſt. 
To me ſeem'd enviable. | Soon. thought * 
J heſe men from all their ſorrows, all their Cares, , 763 
Will be at ieſt, or reach their native More: 


For me, alas! no hope remains of cuter. 


Thus as I fed my unavailing woe, 


1 could perceive, as 'twere, a word of maſts; 
The ſea was cover'd to a vaſt extent, N TIS 

Wich ſwelling fails; the waves were white with foam 

Rais'd by tae ſlroke of oars innum rable. 

Shouts, Cries couſus d, aroſe on ex ry d ide. 

One party of Egvptians on the ſhore, 
Alarm'd and terrified, I could perceive 773 

Running to arms; I ſaw another ſet 

That ſeem d in halle to meet th approaching ſicet. 
I foon found out, that of theſe foreign ſhips 
Some were Phenician, others were ſrom Cyprus : 
For the diſaſtrous fortunes I had paſt. 580 

Had made me converſant in ſea-affairs, 


Ih' Egyptians ſcem'd divided, ſide and fide : 


Hence 
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Hence J at once concluded. that the King 
Had, by his ſoily and his tyranny, 

At laſt provoK Nt ms b1ects to revolt, 785 
. 10 kindicd ali the rage of civil war. 5 


Ere long. ſro! in my apart: nent in the Torrer, 


TI was ſpectator of a bloody light. 


Th Egvp tians w who! had engag d in their ſupport 
Thele foreien pow rs, and favourd their deſcent, 790 
Attack d that party of their countrymen, 
Who had the Kiny in perſon at their head. 

He, boldly leading on his troops, appear d 

Like Mans the w arrior God Death mark d his ſteps; 
His chariot-wheeis dragg d o'er obſtrucing heaps 793 3 
Of mangled carcaſes, were died in blood. 
This Prince, oſ haughty and diſdainſul mien, 
Young, active, vigorous, and full of fire, 

Like a higli· mettled ſleed that ſcorns the bit, 

Ruf d blindly on, incapable of ſear, 800 
: Courageous without conduct: in his eye 


Sat ſary and Gelpair, 


Unhappy Prince, 
Whoſe pride was his misfortune, and his bane! 
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N . 8 5 1 3 
He foorn'd to rectiſy his pill miſtakes, — 8853 


Nor had he patience evn to iflue out 
His orders wi th pro eciſion; he was blind 


To all the dangers that ſurrounded lin, 
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Al the Engliſh Tranſlators of Telemachus, all at jeaſt, whoſe performances I 
have ſen, have conſidered this paflage as relating to the Ning's „ 1 
i the Held of eb, or his ava of „ef . Dr. MM. wkeſworth trantates 
It tnus: © He knew not bow to retrieve an error, nor to give orders with 
ſathcient exacineſs; he neither foreſaw the evils that thr: atened him. nor 
„mplor'e the troops he had to the greateſt advantage, thuugh he was in wn 
utmoſl ned of more“. 


But in his preſent poli , in the midſt of the butle, what evils was 
he to free? or, what wore the evils that threatened him *—Before the 
ation begins ind-ed, it is the part of an experienced Genera! to iu, and 
to guard againſt, all probable cuntingencies : but once engaged in bale, 
he muſt regulate his conduct by circumſtances, as they happen to gccur; 
for who can pretend to h the chances of war, or the ſate of a battle 


« Nor emplayed the troops he had to the greateſt advantoge, though he 


was in thc nimnlt ne:dof more“ By which 1 ſuppoſe the Trantia or mc ans, 


4c that the Ning had but et , and thai he did not employ the ſe he 


had, to the greateſt advantage”. And this, 1 think, is the faireſt and hb: ſt | 


\ nſe that the words (if they have any meaning) can be brovght to bear, — 
But daes the expreſſion menaver les geut ever ſignify ti wn ry troupe in dd 


<:15:t2302 or, if the Author had meant F., would he have uſed that very 
indefinite word ger? or, if he had meant to ſav, that the King had 


ee 


but few _— would he have ſaid, wit il a9 le Alus grand. 4/7? 


Since ede the paſſage in queſtion, conſdered in his View, ar ating 7 to 


„ Th 8 | , 
tae Aings ml out in the flute, af pe ars tome to have no o conſiſlent 


or intelligiole meaning; 1 conceive, it muſt relate to the King's 
id and chai ar” rer. | 
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And Lnew- nt 1. LOW to enguge Or to 1 * cute 


The lervices vl thoſe 1 he necdded! moft. jo | | 810 


This was not oring to his Want of pats, 
Put Of experience he had never gat d 
lutructlon by dee: and woe 


Who had the cu aA co! duct o f 1215 vouth, 
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Fran pub) wed b. M. Brauzce, the latter puraſe is Uſed in conneyin 


With the very ſame words which are ier ufo. in conncs om with.» 


In the Auticl, abot e- ted “ 18 progalg to-ow the die , a0 
po ht; out the proper and dillinét application of the vera werds, 6 . 
Ni gn "4 3% ts, s 197 5 Ss, E. 7 EN x 22 13 TIC WW ts 4 5 * . eo 
an Ve applied ia the follnelns manner: n, doit avoir d 

pour Js hennes J)C0ò TTT 
des u.. 140 e is paſents ot les « ami“; ua cl e av cen ee 


va on trait. 


The interpretation therefore which I ed prefer, „ hie: . 1 e 
Kas) Was has sl the Leaſt coucciitin for tlie crrr ant n! on tec 
U. 1718 pride Wor ld 14G ſuln'r 111431 1 rere: rot, 1er (en r een 5 
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Py the p-rnicicus bane of Battery, 
Had warp d his naturally noble mind, 


The height of his proſperity and po. er 


Had turned his brain; and he bereut 10 ; think, 
The world iel! was made for | hin alone. 

| If any one prefumd to interpofe, 
When he had cuce dectard his {oy reign will 


Tis paſſion Carried him beyond all bouncts, 


He was no longer maſt; er of hint elf, 
His ſenſe, his icalon. his humanity, 


Deſert: & him at once, u dhe became 


Fuious and fierce as a wiki beaſt let loe. 


Fits! delt. his rea friends were forc d to lv. 


And none but his mold aljed ilaves were ſule. 


Thus by lis paſſions hurcicd to Catreics, 


IIe loi! lit of his rcal intereſt, 


| And by Inis 73 l 1105 and 1 15 17 oon ec Aline 


. es 05 the wiſe and good. 


Tot a long time his valour bore him up 


Again tht onpr. live fhock of hoſtile arms: 
At laſt by wimubers OVETPOWET d, ha fell. 


A dart was thrown by a Pheniciin h owl, 


T hat piece d hit to the heart: the reins at once 


Bron. from lis hæuds; and ſ:cm his chariot ſcil 
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Boon II. Of TELEMAC es. 


The (4, ing Prince, down at his horles fert. 
One of the Cyprian ſoldiers with a ſword 


Struck of his heul; then took it by the hair, 


And hel it up in triumph to the vic 


Of the victorious troops. 


All my lite long 
Shall 11 reme: ember lia ing ſeen that hend 843 


Streaming with blood; the ev es quite ſun'; and clos d; 


That Pale disoſigur d countenance; that mouth 

Hall- open. as if cager to reſume 

lx $ interrupted ſpeech; that baughty lr 

Yet unc{fac'd, ſtill tlireat ning cv'n in death. 855 
All my life long will this aliecing Lene 
Be painted, as it were, before Ny excs. 

If ever the 1131; :nortal POW is Of heaven 


' Grant me to reign, 1 never Hall forget 


A truth fo latally exempl:ifi .d, . 8 53 

That no King can deterve the lov reign power, 
Nor can be ſafe or happy on his throne, 

But as he yields to les juſt conuole,— 

How lamentable 1s it, that the man 

Whoſe ſtation eminently marks him out $60 
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The guardian of the public happineſs, 
Should be exalted to ſupreme command 
Over ſuch numbers of his fellow- creatures, 


Only as their misfortune, and their curſe ! 


Tie End of the Second Book. 
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